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A Visit to the Old Village of Stumptown

Discovering
Stumpiown, Part 2
Jenny Wilker

The earliest documentary evidence I've found of Stumptown
is an 1891 map that shows a clearing in the woods below
Pearson Drive between West Chestnut Street (now Gay
Street) af the northwest and Courtland Avenue af the south-
east. Although you can’t see any of the stumps that gave
Stumptown its name, you can count at least 30 houses.

Maps from 1912 and 1914 depict o developing grid with
two streets—Madison and Morrow—running parallel to
Pearson, and others—Gray, Richie, Gay, and an extension
of Morrow—driving straight down the steep hill toward
Riverside Cemetery. By 1925 the grid had filled in with
several short horizontal streets and one more up-and-down
street—Jersey. The 30 acres of Stumptown, one of @
handful of African-American communities in Asheville, had
essentially been developed.

By the 1950s (the focus of this story), an estimated 120
households lived here in single and two-family houses as
well as in small two and three-story apartment buildings.
The map on this page shows the neighborhood as it was in
that era. Most of the modest homes had been built in the
1920s or somewhat later.

Principal Alida Woods
Leaves a Legacy at Isaac
Dickson Elementary

Peggy Brooks

Montford resident Alida Woods has just retired as principal
of Isaac Dickson Elementary School, but she leaves an
educational spirit and legacy that will remain a vibrant
part of our Montford neighborhood school.

In 1991, in an era of excifing change for Asheville City
Schools, parents and teachers such as Alida Woods,
Susan Shillcock, Dee Cash, and others from the Asheville
Alternative School worked fo bring the experiential values

Daily Life in Stumptown: The 1950s

People still used “warm morming” stoves to chase away the
moming chill and smoothing irons (flat irons) as footwarm-
ers at night. Many sfill had ice boxes, and
roughly half the homes had telephones. Gray
Street was nicknamed Rich Street, mostly
because it was the first to be paved. Richie,
Morrow, Gay, Madison, and Jersey remained
dirt roads until late in the 1950s.

Most adults worked nearby for Riverside
Cemetery, the wealthy homes of Montford,
hotels and restaurants, the railroad company,
downtown businesses, and the Highland

Madison); Mary Moseley, on Jane, was the neighborhood midwife;
and George Holmes, on Jersey, made a living delivering fruits and
vegetables from Lexington Market with his mule.

or Mission Hospital. If they could, mothers

stayed home with their children.

Stumptown residents met most of their needs

GEORGE HOLMES AND HIS MULE, 45 JERSEY STREET. PHOTO BY ANDREA
CLARK, COURTESY ANDREA CLARK COLLECTION, NORTH CAROLINA

within or near the community. They could

pick up milk and bread at a little store on the corner of
Morrow and Jersey; for groceries they hiked up through the
woods to Bates at 39 Pearson. There were also several busi-
nesses right in Stumptown. Alex Gaston fixed appliances on
Richie; William Howard sold ice cream, cookies, and a bit
of stronger stuff at his Sweet Shop at the comer of Madison
and Gay; Alonzo and Blondie Carson had a coal, wood, and
ice business on Morrow (there was another coal yard on

COLLECTION, PACK MEMORIAL LIBRARY, ASHEVILLE.

A Safe, Secure Place to Grow Up

“Everybody got along real well,” notes Mrs. Dorothy Wallace Ware,
who moved to Jane Street when she was twelve. Many extended
families lived here. Take, for example, Lettie Wilson Polite, who
grew up on Madison Street. Her mother’s mother lived on Gray,
and her mother’s three sisters also lived in the neighborhood.
continued on page 14...
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of alternative education to the public sector. Isaac Dickson Elementary School, named affer
one of Asheville’s prominent African American educators (1831-1918), was bom in the old
Hill Street School facility.
continved on page 10...
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Montrorp NEIGHBORHOOD AsSOCIATION MEETINGS:

© THIRD TuEsDAY OF Every MoNTH, MonTrorD CommuniTy
CEnTeR, PEARSON DRIvE

o NEXT MEETING: TuesbaY, Marct 15, 7:00 p.m.

ALL RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME!  EVERYONE IN MONTFORD IS A

MEMBER OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION.

© NEW PARKING REGULATIONS: NO ON-STREET PARKING ON THE
Communiry CEnTER SIDE OF PEARSON DRIVE FROM COURTLAND
AVENUE T0 WEST CHESTNUT STREET.

MonNTFORD PARK PLAYERS AMPITHEATRE RENOVATION:
© DONATIONS STILL NEEDED FOR REBUILDING THE AGING AMPITHE-
ATRE LOCATED BEHIND THE MONTFORD CoMMUNITY CENTER.
(G0 T0 THE WEBSITE KCK.ST/HMVRPE OR CONTACT JOHN

RusstLL AT 254-5146 or
JOHN.RUSSELL(QO MONTFORDPARKPLAYERS. ORG.

Montrorp Community CENTER ACTIVITIES:

© SpRING CommuniTy YARD SALE, SaTuroay, Aeri 9, 8:00
AM.-1:00 P.m. S5 PER TABLE. PREREGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED.

o Ester Event, Saturoay, Aprit 23, 11:00 a.m.,
MoNTFORD PARK.

Contact Kim Kenneoy AT 253-3714 0R MONTFORDR(@

ASHEVILLENC.GOV.

EigHT ANNuUAL MonTFoRD Music AND ARTs FESTIVAL:

o (omiNG SaTurDAY, May 21, 20111 To VOLUNTEER, CON-
TACT SHARON FAHRER AT 777-1014 OR FAHRER(QDCHARTER.
NET. TO BECOME A SPONSOR, CALL DAPHNE YOUNG AT 254-
0690.

How 1o Conract THE HRC:
© Stacy MerTen, DiRector, AsweviLte Ciry Buitoing, 259-
5836 0R SMERTEN(QOASHEVILLENC.GOV.

Montford Neighborhood Website

VST MONTFORD’S REDESIGNED AND ENHANCED WEBSITE WWW.
MONTFORD.ORG.

© (ONTACT WEBMASTERS LAURA AND TRAVIS LOWE AT WEBMAS-
TER(QOMONTFORD.ORG.

MonTroRD LisT SERVE

© (30 TO WWW.MONTFORD.ORG AND CLICK ON JOIN THE
MONTFORD LIST SERVE.

To advertise in the newsletter
contact Joyce Thornburg
at (828) 258-2207
or by email at:
joyce-thomburg@att.net

Volunteer!

Contact Sharon Fahrer at 777-1014
to help with events throughout the year.

Montford Drummers Rock!
In the LEAF Drumming Program
Kenya Webster, Teaching Artist

THANK YOU, thank you, thank you, Montford, for
giving me (known onsfage as Goundo Diabate)
the opportunity fo teach such an amazing group
of students. Since November, 've have the plea-
sure of working in your community center with
drumming students from 4 years of age to about
58 years of age, and each week | find a new face
onboard.

Learning about Culture along with
Drumming

The students are great listeners, and they have a strong desire to learn about the culture of Africa in every aspect | have intro-
duced to them. They have been privileged to partake in a post-Ramadan feast with traditional Malian foods such as sweet rice,
couscous with vegetables, and plantains, followed by my special brew of hibiscus flower tea straight from Mali. The students

have also participated in native games and songs, learning about bogolan cloth and the roles of men, women, girls, and boys.

The students have also watched a video of YaYa Coulibaly’s Marionette Puppetry which indluded handmade, wooden, life-size
puppets, music, and amazing dancing while the performers and master of ceremony spoke in French and Bambara languages.

We’re Performing!

QOur Montford drummers have already performed at the Stephens-Lee History Expo in February, and we're preparing for our
appearance at the spring LEAF Festival, May 12-15, and the Montford Music and Arts Festival on May 21.

MNA Supporis Moniford Park
Players’ Ampitheatre Project

Travis V. Lowe

The Montford Neighborhood Association has pledged $500 fo help the Montford Park Players with their complete renovation
of the Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre near the Montford Recreation Complex on Gay Street. The MNA will be recognized on a
bronze plaque placed at the new amphitheatre.

Close to the Goal

This generous donation, along with others from residents

in Montford and greater Asheville, puts the Montford Park
Players very close to meeting their goal of fully funding

the renovation and securing another wonderful season of
Shakespeare in the park for all to enjoy. Won't you please
join the MNA on Kickstarter.com to help put the project over
the top?

Please Donate Some Money . . .
or Some Labor

SOON TO BE REBUILT WITH YOUR SUPPORT
The Players will also be looking for volunteers in March and April to help with the construction.
So please give a few bucks or swing a hammer to keep this 38-year-old Asheville tradition alive. To everyone who has

given, is planning to give, or is planning to volunteer time, | thank you, the Montford Park Players thank you, and the City of
Asheville should be grateful to you.

You can help by donating to the project at kek.st/hMVrpE or by searching for Montford Park Players at Kickstarter.com.
Check the Montford list serve, Montfordparkplayers.org, and future issues of the Montford Newsletter for details on volunteer
opportunities.
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Meet the Sponsors of the 2011 Music and Aris Festival

Daphne Young

This year’s festival promises fo
be Montford’s best ever. Ben
Scales is booking an amazin
lineup of music for the main-
stage, and for the first fime
we're adding another stage
on Soco Street coordinated
by David Baker. Also ne
this year will be a Doggie
Doycare and a Bike Corral.
And how about the 5K Race ™ e '

that Wanda Hawthome is purhng fogether before the festival gefs undewvay? It all that's
not enough, festival director Sharon Fahrer is arranging booth after booth of arts, crafts, and
tasty food.

This month the spotlight shines on the businesses that have committed to sponsor the 2011
Montford Music and Arts Festival. Their support and investment in our community is greatly
appreciated. Montford salutes all of you!

Neighbors, please patronize these generous businesses. Without their help, there would be
no festival.

> All Kids Pediatrics 131 McDowell Street, Suite 100, Asheville 28801,
www.allkidspediatrics.com, 350-KIDS (5437)
“All Kids Pediatrics is dedicated to providing comprehensive, compassionate care to children and
their families. We aim to partner with families in fostering each child’s physical, emotional,
social, and intellectual development. We focus on wellness, prevention, and healthy living as well
as providing treatment for illness and injury.”

> Chinese Acupuncture and Herbology Clinic 369 Montford Avenue, Asheville 28801,
www.ashevilleacupuncture.com, 258-9016
“We recognize the uniqueness of your healing journey and are honored to walk this path with
you. It is our intention to always demonstrate faith in your ability o heal physically, emotionally,
and spiritually.”

> Earth Fare 66 Westgate Parkway, Asheville 28806, www_earthfare.com, 253-7656
“Qur mission is to feed and inspire the healthy person inside you.”

> 828:design 32 Broadway, Suite 120, Asheville 28801, www.828design.com,
254-9200
“828:design is a full-service graphic design studio creating for both interactive media and print.
We're about building relationships and delivering results. Passion for innovation and creativity,
strong work ethic and professionalism, and diverse experiences with a reputation for results are
what sets us apart.”

> LaZoom Tour Company “A City Tour with a Twist” 90 Bilimore Avenue, Asheville
28801, www.lazoomtours.com, 225-6932
“Hop on LaZoom’s iconic purple bus and find the funny side of Asheville. Our city-wide afternoon
and evening tours are historical and hysterical, feature outlandish comedy skits, entertaining tour
guides, and much more. You have never taken a tour like this before — it’s a show on wheels! So
grab your favorite beverage (or a local Asheville brew) and do what the locals do . . . Get on the
Big Purple Bus! LaZoom also offers Haunted Comedy Tours and Art Tours.”

> Nine Mile Restaurant 233 Montford Avenue, Asheville 28801, www.ninemileasheville.com,
505-3121
“Local - Fresh - Affordable. Great food and smiling faces mean a lot to us. Qur goal is for you to
have a positive, delicious dining experience and leave Nine Mile with a full belly and a smile.”

> Progress Energy 555A Brevard Road, Asheville 28806, (800) 452-2777 —Customer Service,
(800) 419-6356 — Power Outages, www.progress-energy.com
Everybody knows our power company.

> Greenlife Grocery 70 Merimon Avenue, Asheville 28801, www.wholefoodmarkets.com,
254-5440
“Greenlife Grocery is a 19,000 square foot full-service natural foods grocery store and café in
downtown Asheville. We strive to provide customers with a large variety of high-quality organic
foods and environmentally responsible products. We proudly carry a wide selection of local and
regional products, helping to support the local businesses of our area. Qur mission is fo nurture
our community by providing a green market place dedicated to sustainable practices and the love

of food.”

> Suspect Device, LLC 175 Patton Avenue, (Echo Mountain), Asheville 28801, www.suspectde-
viceaudio.com, 333-2160
“Suspect Device designs and repairs amplifiers and pro-audio electronics quickly, completely, and
with style. Our service center can be found af Echo Mountain Recording Studio. Please contact us
whenever you require electronic service. We are proud to sponsor and perform at the Montford
Festival as half of us live in Montford and we always buy, sell, eat, and drink locally whenever
possible.”

Now that's an impressive list, and it's growing. If you want the spotlight to shine on you or
your husiness, become a festival sponsor.

Contact me at mgm1013@charter.net or 254-0690 for additional information. Visit our
festival website at www.montfordfestival.com.

See you next month with more festival news and complete information on the sponsors who
commif to the fesfival in March.

ZENIN
=Mil,
fresh * local * affordable

qﬁ
505-3121
233 Montford Ave
Open 7 days/week
11:30am to 10:00pm =&
ninemileasheville.com ﬁ

(A TRILLIUM PROPERTIES

OF ASHEVILLE

Terry Walton

Broker Associate

Trillium Properties of Asheville
348 Merrimon Ave. Ste 3
Asheville, NC 28801

Cell 828-775-5714
Terry@TrilliumProperties.net
www.trilliumproperties.net

Terry Walton
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What Has the Montford
Neighborhood Association
Done for Me Lately?

David Patterson, MNA President

Some neighbors may not be aware of the many activities the Montford Neighborhood
Association supports through
financial donations and many
hours of volunteer effort. Here’s
u quick look at what has hap-
pened over the past year.

* Completion of
the mural on the
Soco Street side
of the Montford
Convenience Store.
Mural artist Daniel Beck
of Arts 2 People provided
the artistic concepts and know-how. Many neighbors—and particularly young neigh-
bors—had great fun with painting. The MNA funded the entire project.

* Ongoing financial support for activities of the Montford Community
Center. These include the Easter egg hunt, children’s area at the Music and Arts
festival, Halloween Haunted House, holiday gift baskets for families of students in the
afterschool program, and contributions to help provide “scholarships” for afterschool
activities at the Community Center for children who can’t afford them.

* Completion and adoption of the revised HRC Guidelines for the
Montford Historic District. This was a heroic, two-year effort with countless
woman and man hours, thanks to Karen Kellow, the MNA/HRC Liaison Committee, and
the many neighbors who showed up for meetings to have their say on the revisions.

* Funding the drumming program conducted by LEAF in Schools and
Streets at the Community Center. The story by teaching artist Kenya Webster on
page 2 of this newsletter captures some of the joy and excitement of this program.

* Hiring extra police protection for Halloween night. We've done this for
three consecutive years in cooperation with the owner of the Montford Convenience
Store.

* Sponsoring the Montford Tour of Homes. The 2010 tour, which showcased
the amazing variety of homes in our neighborhood—old and new, big and small—
was our fifteenth annual.

* Sponsoring the Montford Music and Arts Festival every spring. The
2011 festival is the eighth annual. This FREE fesfival features live music, local artists,
and all kinds of activities for all ages (see the story on page 3). Proceeds from booth
and entry fees help support MNA-funded activities.

* Dealing with big-ticket items that directly affect our neighborhood,
including the 1-26 connector project and the Momentum construction site. The MNA
listens to neighbors and then advocates for the neighborhood.

* Approving funding to help rebuild the Hazel Robinson Ampitheatre,
the summer home of the Montford Park Players (see the story on page 2), and fo
increase the beauty and safety of Montford Avenue, our neighborhood’s mainstrest.

* Publishing this newsletter, which brings vital information and human inferest
sfories to the entire community. With a press run of 1,550 copies, the newsletter is
hand-delivered by more than 40 volunteer neighbors to every household in Montford.
Advertising revenues from local businesses and residents pay for the production of the
newsletter.

BEAUTIFUL MURAL, NO GRAFFITI TAGS

* Maintaining a neighborhood website, Montford.org, that delivers the
latest Montford news and helps people literally around the world discover our neighbor-
hood.

Get the idea? I'm sure | forgot a few things, but the Montford Neighborhood Association does
a LOT for Montford.

Please get involved. MNA elections are coming up (see the article on this page), and we
need your help fo make it all happen.

What Can | Do for the
Neighborhood?

David Patterson, MNA President

What would Montford be like without a neighborhood association? Would there sfill be a
feeling of community? Where would you tum for help with neighborhood or ity problems?
Who would make possible all the things the MNA provides?

If your answer is “I don’t want to know!” then join us. We need your help.

Annual elections for MNA hoard members are fast approaching. This is an opportunity for
you to put your particular skill set to work for the neighborhood. Whatever your skills, I'll bet
we can match them. The work is rewarding, and you meet a lot of wonderful people—your
neighbors!

Positions available include president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary, and up fo eight
at-large board members.

No, the current officers are not all stepping down. But several positions need to be filled to
have a full complement.

Nominations are open until the April 19 meeting and can be made from the floor. Please
forward any volunteers or potential candidates to me ASAP. Contact me for more defails
about positions and responsibilities at 252-5348 or montford33@bellsouth. net.

How’s your water bill?

free water pressure check
good through March

faucets dripping? toilets filling irregularly?
water heater valve leaking?
Call Steve Heflin, Plumber
335-4005 25+ years experience

aﬁordable 254-5555
beddlng 996 Patton Avenue

Asheville, NC
Better Health Through Better Sleep

Hours: Monday - Friday 10-7 - Saturday 10-5+Sunday 1-5
GoToAffordableBedding.com

Mattresses « Futons « Bunk Beds « Beds
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Montford Community
Center News

Kim Kennedy, Center Director

Community Yard Sale

The spring Montford Community Center Yard Sale will
be held on Saturday, April 9, from 8:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. Get rid of your gently used items for just S5 per
table or come by the center and do some shopping.
Tables will go fast, so don’t wait. The Montford after-
school youth will also be holding a bake sale to raise
money for the end-of-season event.

Montford Easter Event

Visit Montford Park on Saturday, April 23, at 11:00 a.m. for free Easter family fun. We will
be playing games, facepainting with the Easter Bunny, and having an Easter egg hunt for
youth 12 and under. This event is sponsored by the Montford Neighborhood Association,
Asheville Police Department, and Montford Community Center.

Fun at the Center for Adults

Children aren’t the only ones who can have fun at Montford Center. We have badminton,
table tennis, juggling, basketball, and martial arts. Here’s our schedule.

Badminton: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Table Tennis: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Juggling Club: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Open Basketball: Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Martial Arts: Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

For more information on the Montford Community Center, call Kim Kennedy at 253-3714.

95 CHERRY STREET NORTH
DOWNTOWN ASHEVILLE

828 258-2435

2145 HENDERSONVILLE RD
SKYLAND SPRINGS CENTER

828 687-8533

MON-SAT 9:30-5:30

frugal framer

www.frugalframer.com

Jessi Herr,
Certified Pilates Instructor

the pilates studio

restorative « pre & post natal + strengthening + privates & groups

thepilates-studio.com
53 Tacoma Circle . Asheville, NC 28801 . 828-216-7655

Green Corner

Tune into FMs—Food
Miles
Mitch Russell

We all know about AM, but what about
FMs? No, not radio—Food Miles.

Look at the grapes you just purchased, and chances are this time of year they came from
Chile. Needless to say they traveled farther than many of us did all of last year. Purchasing
locally grown food can reduce your FMs, thereby lessening the impact on air quality as well.

Within a Few FMs of Montford

We're fortunate to have three farms within 7 miles of Montford that offer the bounty of
Community Supported Agriculture, or CSA: Emma Farms at 3.8 miles, Green Hill Urban

Farm (certified organic) at 4 miles, and Gladheart Farms (certified organic) at 6 miles.
Additionally, as many neighbors are aware, the North Asheville Tailgate Market and Greenlife
are located within a couple of miles, as is Earth Fare.

How about Zero FMs from Montford?

A potential new kid on the block is the very

local CSA that will be grown at the Bountiful
(ities garden at the end of Pearson. Recently
| spoke with Dina Lewallen, a volunteer with (Y

Bountiful Cifies, who posted fo the list serve ‘;ay":llllfd -2
back in early February about a Montford CSA at dinner?
the Bountiful Cities garden located at the end

of Pearson. Dina indicated that “CSA is a go.”

Summer and fall shares in the garden will be offered as well as full and half shares. Lok for
more information in next month’s newsletter.

How well [~

We have not only these produce and fruit purveyors but also a good supply of meat, eggs,
honey, wool, and many other local products. We have numerous “family flocks” of chickens
right here in Montford. Some of the people reading this Green Corner are probably resting up
while they take a break from raising their brood! In addition, there are community gardens
and private gardens that further reduce our FMs.

Now that the winter weather has broken, at least for the short term, and we're looking for-
ward to spring and beyond, think about how you can reduce your FMs by starting a garden,
joining a CSA, or buying locally at farmers markets or grocery stores.

For more information on these CSAs, visit Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture’s website
buyappalachian.org/search/csa

Copyrighted and may not be reused, reprinted, copied, or otherwise used without permission
of the author.

Private music lessons

for all instruments and

ASHEVILLE

music

voices. Any age and

skill level welcome.

SCHOOL
252.6244

{FOR A SOUND EDUCATION} www.ashevillemusic.org
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Montford Neighborhood
Association News

Pam Brown, Secretary

Minutes of the February 15, 2011, Meeting

The regular monthly meeting was called to order on February 15, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Montford Community Center on Pearson Drive by President David Patterson. Other board
members present: Pam Brown, secretary, Wanda Newman, treasurer, and at-large members
Laura Lowe, Joe Newman, Michael McDonough, Sharon Fahrer, and Elizabeth Hunter. Also
present were Susan Roderick, executive director of Asheville Greenworks; Kim Kennedy,
director of the Montford Community Center; Community Resource Officer Jeremy Woody; and
several other neighbors.

Safety and Security

Officer Jeremy Woody reported the past month had been relatively quiet. He noted that the
police discovered a stolen vehicle that had been abandoned in the neighborhood. He also
reported that he sfopped a moped for running a stop sign on Courtland Avenue and, after
obtaining agreement from the rider to search, located illegal substances. This person has
been jailed.

The police have implemented a series of driver license checks and stops near Bulldog Drive,
which runs between Montford Avenue and Broadway, to help calm the college student popu-
lation at The Grove Apartments. The police have responded to a number of complaints about
residents being too loud. Officer Jeremy also updated the group on various incidents in areas
near Montford.

Neighborhood Watch Signs

Officer Jeremy discussed the possible locations of the new signs. The group agreed on the
following locations: Chenry Street at Broadway, Courtland Avenue at Houston Street, West
Chestnut Street at Broadway, Cauble Street at Cumberland Circle, Bulldog Drive at Montford
Avenue, and Soco Street af Montford Avenue near the convenience store. Since the number
of signs to be allocated is unknown, the group decided that the first and most important
location is the convenience store. Officer Jeremy will inform David Patterson of the number of
signs when he is able to obtain the number.

Treasurer’s Report

Wanda Newman, MNA treasurer, gave the group an update on the current balance noting
accounts receivable and payable for the month.

Momentum — The Health Adventure

The group expressed disappointment at having received no February update from Paige
Wheeler, president and CEQ of The Health Adventure. Michael McDonough volunteered

to draft a lefter to the city requesting that the city look into resuming maintenance and
development of the Reed Creek Greenway land running through the Momentum site. David
Patterson will contact Tim Schaller, who has also been involved in communicating with the
city, and will update the group.

Montford-Soco-Cullowhee Intersection

David Patterson reported that the city postponed presenting its proposed design changes for
the intersection fo the HRC until Wednesday, March 9, at 4:00 p.m. (see the HRC agenda on
page 9). The group also reviewed a revised plan from Michael McDonough for softening the
proposed work by removing some of the concrete and instead using landscaping. Improving
lines of sight at the intersection were discussed as the neighborhood’s main objective. A
motion was made and seconded to dedicate a confribution from the association not to exceed
§1,500 to facilitate landscaping of the proposed work. The motion passed. Michael will mest
with the city to present his revised plan and offer the MNA’s contribution.

Traffic Island Project: Asheville Greenworks/Montford
Neighborhood Association

Susan Roderick presented the second traffic island landscape design to the group. This design
by Adam Garry for the island at Montford Avenue-Bearden Street-Courtland Avenue and the
previous design by Jerry Snow for the Montford Avenue-Watauga Street island were circu-
lated to the group. Both Snow and Garry are Montford residents and donated their designs
to this improvement project. The group discussed the need to increase the previously agreed
to allocation of $900 for plantings and maintenance. A motion was made and seconded fo
increase the allocation fo $1,200. The motion passed.

The group also briefly discussed instituting the “Adopt a Street” program to help maintain
streets, sidewalks, and traffic islands in the neighborhood.

Wayfinding Signs

David circulated a sample design for the small gateway signs identifying the Montford Area
National Historic District o be installed at the entrance to the historic district on Montford
Avenue. The signs will replace the current “tombstone” entrance marker. The group discussed
moving the current gateway stone marker to either the West Chestnut Street or Flint Street
entrance to the district.

Montford Community Center

Director Kim Kennedy reported that the drumming program funded by the MNA and con-
ducted by LEAF in Schools and Streets has been successful despite the interference of weather
and that make-up days were being scheduled (see the story on page 2). She also noted that
the Montford Center Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 23, at 11:00 a.m.

Montford Music and Arts Festival

Sharon Fahrer gave a brief update on the upcoming festival, noting that sponsorships and
booth sales were progressing nicely. The story on page 3 provides more details.

Ampitheatre Renovation Project: Montford Park Players

David Patterson reminded the group of the current performances by the Montford Park
Players at the Masonic Temple. Travis Lowe made a request that the association consider a
donation for the renovation of the aging Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre. It was decided that
Travis would send information to the board members detailing the specific request level and
amount. The group was in favor of the request, and the board members will vote on the
amount at the next board meeting on Friday, February 19. See the story on page 2 for more
information. =>

X

The meeting was adjourned.



VOLUME 16 NO. 3

MONTFORD

MARCH ‘11

Minutes of the December 14, 2010, Meeting

The regular monthly meeting was called o order on December 14, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Montford Community Center on Pearson Drive by President David Patterson. Other board
members present: Pam Brown, secretary, and at-large members Laura Lowe, Sharon Fahrer,
and Susan Eggerton.

Treasurer’s Report

Wanda Newman, MNA treasurer, sent the financial update to the board members prior to the
mesting, and it was available for review.

Momentum — The Health Adventure

Joe Newman has met with Paige Wheeler, president and CEO of The Health Adventure,

to discuss concerns of safety, the failing fence, and the general luck of progress at the
Momentum site. Paige stated that she would address these issues. There will be an article in
the February issue of the Montford Newsletter.

Tree Trimming

Laura Lowe updated the group on her findings with regard to the utility company’s tree
trimming along and under power lines. She reported that the trimming must meet American
National (ANSI) standards and that property owners can request a tree frimming refusal
form from the city and maintain the trimming themselves. It was suggested that anyone with
questions and concerns should contact the city arborist, Mark Foster, at 259-5852.

Montford.org Website

Laura Lowe reported to the group that Lael Grey, who has been responsible for website
updating and contributed greatly to the new design, is resigning from her web duties. The
group expressed gratitude for Lael’s involvement.

The mesting was adjourned. =~

hometrustbanking.com HomeTrust Bank
10 Woodfin Street | 828.254.8144 Since 1926
\ J
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THREE BROTHERS RESTAURANT

183 HAYWOOD STREET

ASHEVILLE, NC 28801

PHONE 828-253-4971
FAX 828-253-0848

HouRrs
MONDAY-THURSDAY 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRIDAY 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM
SATURDAY 5:00 PM - 9:30 PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

[EEEEEEEEEEEREEERRRRRRRRRRRRIE)

EsT. 1959

Window Restoration Class
to bhe Offered at A-B Tech

Tim Hanlon, Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College

Are your windows in need of repair? Would you like to know
how to measure and cut glass for your windows? Do your-.

windows need weatherizing? Do you have antique or historic
windows that need the sash cords or ropes reploced?

In this new window restoration class (6 hours in length)™
you will learn how complete all of these tasks while saying:
yourself lots of money in labor costs by doing it yourselfe—
This class will address the needs and repairs of old ond'_r_reqw

windows.
—_—

The cost includes an insurance fee of $1.40. | will be the™
insfructor. -

Course Fee: $49.40 Lab Fee: 510 —

Day 1: Thursday, March 10 or 17, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Ivy, Asheville Campus
Course #: (SP-4388-193

Day 2: Suturday, March 12 or 19, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Ivy, Asheville Campus
Course #: (SP-4388-194

For registration information, visit abtech.edu/ce/registration/default.asp or contact
Tim Hanlon, Instructor, Decorative Painting and Restoration, 254-1921, ext. 358, or
thanlon@abtech.edu.

" PR ERT T

ATLAS FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

ATLAS b David Nygaard, DC, MS, MBA

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

Board Certified Atlas Orthogonist
1 of 200 in the World!

Spinal Disc Decompression
for Herniated Discs

www.atlasfamilychiropractic.net
www.ashevilledecompression.com

Convenient Location:
(Pioneer Building)
190 Broadway Ave.
Suite 205

Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 253-0700
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% Serving Montford for over
>

SID BORDER A : 15 years
BROKER / OWNER ...

ERA L
111 Central Ave. Realty
Asheville, NC 28801
Office:  828-258-1284 ext. 11
Mobile: 828-230-4054

Fax: §28-258-5384

E-mail:  sid@realtor.com (—._3 sy
ERA Mortgage: 1-888-307-8006 1] m o

www.ERA.com
www.ERAsunburstrealty.com
www.CarolinaHistoricHomes.com

y/

INTERIOR ®* EXTERIOR * CARPENTRY

RADIATOR
e S>>
“The Lord is my strength and song,

W and is become my salvation.” PSALMS 118:14

" SAM’S RADIATOR SERVICE Blue Ridge

and Painting and Restoration
AUTO /BRAKE SERVICE
133 Broadway * Asheville, NC 28801 Insured”
SEBCESSR S faie Corey Freeman 828-989-5015
al am
(828) 252-5070 cifreemanpaintin mail.com

Upcoming Open Houses

/\/\ Asheville Catholic School

December 9th Pre-K ¢ January 25th Pre-K-8th

ASHEVILLE
CATHOLIC February24th Pre-K * March 24th Pre-K-8th
SCHOOL All open houses run from 9:00 to 11:30

Gbi-E52ETE

For more information or to schedule a tour, visit www.ashevillecatholic.org or call (828)252-7896.
Asheville Catholic School follows North Carolina curricular guidelines and is fully accredited by SACS. All Faiths Welcome.

12 Culvern St. Asheville, NC 28804
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Historic Resources Commission of
Asheville and Buncombe County

V. i
k\f_.. Murch 9, 2011, Meeting—Tentative Agenda
for Montford

Asheville City Building, First Floor North Conference Room, 4:00 p.m.
Contact Stacy Merten: 259-5836 www.ashevillenc.gov/business/development
services/planning_zoning/historic_dist/

Old Business: Public Hearings—Certificates of Appropriateness
Montford Avenue at Cullowhee and Soco Streets—install sidewalk extensions
Public right-of-way at 211 Montford Avenue—AT&T installation of two utility boxes

Other Business

Form Nominating Committee for election of officers
Sondley Award nominations

Education Committee report

Landmark Committee report

Comments from commissioners, public, and staff

February 9, 2010, Meeting—Action Agenda for
Montford
Members present: Hillary Cole, Capi Wampler, Aaron Wilson, Jonathan Lucas, David
Nutter, John Dean, Courtney Mumm
Staff present: Stacy Merten, Cristin Moody, Jannice Ashley

Item and Summary Action
179 Flint Street—add rear dormer and vents.............ooooovvvvveecc.. Approved
128 Flint Street—rear addition

Montford Avenue at Cullowee and Soco Streets—install
sidewalk extensions

Approved with conditions

Continued to March meting
15 Pearson Drive—replace rear deck with porch........oooooooovcccc.... Approved with conditions

27 Arborvale Road—extend rear balcony and enclose
space below Approved

Please refer to the website (www.ashevillenc.gov) for the full approved minutes after each
month’s meeting.

Since 1936

° Security and Fire Systems
° Home Entertainment Systems

e Specialty Wiring st

\\-‘ESECWHY SYSTEMS®

wizct D

o Surveillance TV Systems

o Keyless Entry Systems
24-hour
Central Station Monitoring

Professional, Experienced Installations
Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial

828-253-1235

WWW.SOUfhernCIIClrm.Com
Contact: Montford resident Paul Falkner at 423-5404

Peter Johnson
NC PI Class Unlimited Plumbing Contractor
Licensed and Insured

45 Years Experience, numerous reports on AngiesList

603-562-5674 cell » 828-258-6415 Land and FAX
ptriohnson@yahoo.com

Commercial and Residential * Old houses a specialty

Are you on the Montford
List Serve?
Sign up at
www.montford.org

NATHAN BONISKE ROLFING®

54 Starnes Avenue
Asheville, NC 28801

(828) 2527451
ashevillerolfer@charter.net
www.ashevillerolfing.com

LMBT#Pg0

wie'll Hrli:l Your Bvaluzte, I"n'l-l_\jn & Transform Your Home or Business

O GRIFFIN AWARD™ WINMER

HIDDEN TREASURES

Dhistinctive Fenovations, Remodels,
& Mew Construction

(828) 279-2606

Small Projects to Grand

25 years experience

efficient, affordable, reliable, references
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Alida Woods

Continued from front page...

In 1997, Ms. Woods was invited to become assistant principal and, in 2003, became
principal at Dickson. Prior to that, she taught 5th grade. “In the heart of it, I'll always be a
teacher,” she says. She has spent 37 years as an educator. At Dickson, Alida says, “I feel
like I've been able to keep experiential learning alive, where the spirit of the child matters,
in the midst of an era of accountability. And I've not done that alone.” she says. She credits
an “incredible, exceptional, amazing, staff” with keeping the spirit of experiential education
alive.

Parents and Teachers Recall Her Fine Work

Montford resident Stephy Citron, whose daughters Katie Barge and Carly Baggett attended
Dickson, remembers the early days at the new school. “Alida wanted to open things up for
everyone, to provide the best education, not only for our kids but to offer that for kids who
came from homes where education was, out of necessity, not the top priority. She started
transforming the old school right away — everything tumed immediately out and into the
community. There were gardens and flowers and every single teacher felt totally supported.
Parents felt a strong sense of community there and so welcomed. Everybody helped. Alida
was incredibly creative and resourceful in providing support fo make that happen.”

The school is sited on a 17-acre parcel bordering Hill and Courtland Streets. Alida says she
was “ecstatic” when she learned this. “She has always been interested in getting children
out info the natural world and making that part of their education,” according fo kindergar-
ten teacher Dee Cash, who came with Alida to Dickson when it started. Alida obtained small
grants and donations to support the development of the school’s nature trail, a community

garden, a pond, a sound garden, and two distinct playgrounds. As a retirement giff, the PTO
has collected donations to update the sound garden in her honor.

Ready to Travel, Continuing to Advocate

Alida and her family live in Montford. When Isaac Dickson was started, her children attend-
ed, and she began a “recruiting binge” in the neighborhood. True to her vision of community
involvement, she has written for and delivered the Montford Newsletfer and keeps a stack
on a table in the school’s entrance.

In refirement, Alida plans to travel more. She will go to the Baja of Mexico o watch
whales calve and possibly back to Africa where her son is working. But she’ll continue to
stay involved locally, “from the outside-in,” with education, especially Children First, the
Buncombe county advocacy group working to “create a better future for all children.”

That sure sounds like Alida Woods. Congratulations, dear friend, and see you around the
neighborhood!

The Montford Newsletter thanks
Greenlife Grocery for being one of our most
faithful and consistent advertisers.

In future issues, we'll recognize other businesses that have
made this newsletter possible over the years.

Love Your Farmer

Stop in for a Variety of
Gardenmg Supplies to Grow Your Own!

Greenlife

GROCERY

70 Merrimon Ave ¢ Asheville
828-254-5440
wholefoodsmarket.com
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LEE BARNETT PLUMBING, INC.
(828) 253-9321
Cell: (828) 230-6471

Complete Plumbing Services
License # 8907

Family owned & operated since 1979

mantis
gardens

creating beautiful, sustainable environments

landscape design,
installation and maintenance

E.V.vonSeldeneck
mantisgardens.com

= 285820016
ev@mantisgardens.com

Dr. Lillian Thomas
CHIROPRACTOR
Lillian.Thomas@gmail.com
www.drlillianschiropractic.com
438 Montford Ave.

Asheville, NC 28801

Office: 828-252-7223

Cell: 828-226-6965
Fox: 828-236-0340

W

Gentle Chiropractic Care for all.

LOCALLY OWNED
COMMUNITY MINDED

ALLEGRA

PRINT & IMAGING.

253-6886 % | 9| CHARLOTTE STREET % WWW.ALLEGRAASHEVILLE.COM

Resource Directory

Advertise in the Resource Directory—The monthly rate is only $10.00
Send a brief description (30 words or less) and confact information. Sixteen-hundred newsletters are
distributed monthly throughout the neighborhood and are also available on the Montford website and
at the Pack Memorial and North Asheville Public Libraries. Call 258-2207 for more information.

House Histories
Learn the story of your house. Who lived there, who owned it and what they did for a living.
* For more information call Sharon at 777-1014

Historic Walking Tours

For by-appointment walking tours of historic Montford, Riverside Cemetery, and downtown Asheville,
call 828-777-1014. A self-guided CD or downloaded MP3 tour of Riverside Cemetery is available
onling af www.history-at-hand.com Cemetery tour (Ds are also available at the Chamber of Commerce
Visitors Center or by calling the number above.

The Cottage of Compassionate Hands

e Catherine Classen 20 years experience LMBT #1943 © 15 Zillicoa St. Behind the castle
* 828 255-7556 by appointment

Massage Therapy and more within walking distance of central Montford. Relax, calm and nurture
yourself. Let us relieve your stress related symptoms and restore your mind and body balance.

Daoist Traditions College of Chinese Medical Arts
* 382 Montford Avenue © 225-3993 (school) * 253-8669 (student dlinic)

* www.daoistiraditions.com

Low cost acupuncture care at our student acupuncture clinic. Call for more information.

Distinctive Renovations & New Construction for Home

& Commercial

* Tony & Grace Hunter 279-2606 © charmishalyn@yahoo.com

HIDDEN TREASURES—rFrom small projects to grand we'll help you transform your home or space.
2010 Griffin Award Winners.

Laura the Bookkeeper
e Contact Laura at lauraBookkeeper@gmail.com or 828-776-6710.
15 years of bookkeeping experience and 10 years of QuickBooks experience. Have references.

Montiford Books & More Special Events

* 31 Montford Ave. * 828.285.8805 * www.montfordbooks.com

Art Opening & Reception featuring Montford artist Johnny Dean McCurry’s “Frost & Flower” Mar. 11,
6-8 pm. Author readings & writers” workshops throughout March. Check www.montfordbooks.com for
dates/times. New books weekly.

Montford Yoga Teacher

o Lewis Rothlein ® 505-7332 ¢ ashtangaguy@aol.com * www.ashtangaasheville.com
For inner calm and fitness. Montford yoga feacher with fifteen years experience will bring you yoga
tailored to who you are. Certified. References available. My home or yours.

Quality Affordable Tile Setting

 Mike Hunter ® 279-1517 * mhunter93@bellsouth.net

 www.bandttile.com

Experienced with tile, slate, marble and mosaics for kitchen, bath, floors, porches, fireplaces and
more. Free estimates. Neighborhood references available.

Smart Feller Tree Works

* Ira Friedrichs * 603-504-5298 (cell) * irafriedrichs@gmail.com

Down frees got you down? Contact us for all your tree removal and pruning needs! We are locally
licensed and insured. Please call for free estimates. Montford references available. Thanks.

Window and Gutter Cleaning

* Call Mountain View Cleaning at 271-4991. Free Estimates.

We specialize in houses up fo three stories. Windows are thoroughly cleaned, including screens, tracks
and sills. Roof gutter and light fixture cleaning is also available.
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1:MONEY GROWS ON
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SMART N
FELLER

Jennifer Drake Thomas
305 Westover Drive

"~ Asheville, NC 28801

828 252 6816
jen@montfordwibakery.com

FELLER

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

TREEWORKS
Ira Friedrichs
irafriedrichs@gmail.com
cell: 603.504.5298

Licensed & Insured

WILLIAM C. RAWLINGS

383 Merrimon Ave

Asheville, NC 28801

cell 828-776-1118

office 828-252-6664
billrawlings@bassandroyster.com

Plumber Laura Daniel

over 25 years experience Bookkeeper
I return ca"S. I Show up. with 15 years of experience

Steve Heflin 335-4005 R Y T —

Specializing in QuickBooks
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Salmon Succotash

. ".'_I *Sesame or peanut oil - 2 tsp

neingles
ADVANTAGE..

INGREDIENTS:

*1 salmon fillet - remove skin and cut into cubes

*2 cups frozen yellow corn, thawed or fresh corn removed from cob

*#2 cups frozen edamame (shelled), thaw

*2TBSP oyster sauce

*1 tsp chopped fresh ginger

*1 clove garlic, mince

*1/4 tsp hot pepper flakes

*1 TBSP low sodium soy sauce Fro m
pelicious 1429 ngles!

Your Neighborh®

DIRECTIONS:

1. Coat wok with oil and heat, add garlic, ginger and cook for
about 1-2 minutes, careful not to burn. Add oyster sauce and soy
sauce and then add salmon. Cook for about 2 minutes making sure
that salmon is coated with sauce mixture and then add edamame
and corn and red pepper flakes. Cook for about 5 more minutes
until vegetables are heated through.

Budget Cuis
Mitch Russell

As the parent of an Isaac Dickson Elementary School student, | am concemed about the
education of my daughter and her classmates being compromised to make up for the $2.4
billion shortfall in the North Carolina state budget.

Asheville City Schools consistently outperform the state and nation on SATs and have almost
double the number of board-certified teachers as the state. Yet over the last three years, the
education dollars from Raleigh have shrunk even as enrollment in Asheville City Schools has
increased. Although many Montford residents choose private, charter, and home schools for
their children, the vast majority of Asheville’s children—and future workforce—attend
Asheville City Schools.

A Small Tax Extension Can Help Solve the Problem

Draconian cuts in public education can be avoided if our lawmakers extend the one-penny
sales tax that's set to expire. The impact of this tax on the average North Carolina family
is only $9.00 per month. If you agree that’s an amount worth investing in our children’s
education, here are the legislators fo confact.

Tom Apodaca (representing Buncombe, Henderson, and Polk Counties): (919) 733-
5745, Tom.Apodaca@ndleg.net

Tim Moffitt (representing Buncombe County): (919) 715-3012 or (828) 777-4554,
Tim Moffitt@ncleg.net

Thom Tillis (Speaker of the House): (919) 733-3451, Thom.Tillis@ndleg.net
Phil Berger (Senate President Pro Tempore): (919) 733-5708 Phil Berger@ncleg.net

Ask them fo consider:

1. not allowing the 1 percent sales tax fo sunset. In local dollars, that 1 percent sales
taxequals only $9.00 per month per family, but keeping the tax would add $1.3 bil-
lion in revenue--more than half the budget deficit.

. opposing a city/county school district merger because the overall diversity of the
“new” system would be diluted. Currently, minority enrollment in the city system
sfands at 47 percent, while the county system’s minority enrollment is 15 percent.

For more information, visit www.ashevillecityschools.net/Pages/default.aspx

FUN AT THE 2010 EASTER EVENT. COME TO THIS YEAR'S EVENT ON APRIL 23.

MARCH 11
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Continued from front page...

(lara Jeter lived with her mother while she raised her five children on Morrow, with her
cousins living nearby.

Neighbors acted like family as well. While Mrs. Jeter’s mother was in the hospital, neighbors
brought over dinner every day. If someone needed something, and you had it, you shared.
“There was a lot of love here,” says Mrs. Jeter.

Stumptown children were kept safe under the watchful eyes and ever-present discipline of
all neighborhood elders. As Mrs. Jeter says, “If somebody saw a child doing something they
shouldn™, they spoke to the child, and then the child got reprimanded once again at home.”

Once they reached school age, Stumptown children usually walked through the woods to the
segregated Hill Street School (by 1952, to a new building that now houses the Isaac Dickson
School). Teenagers walked even farther to one of two highly regarded African-American high
schools. Lettie Polite went to Stephens-Lee High School, and Dorothy Ware went to Allen
Home High School.

In the “50s, the students had a pleasant walk. There was no crosstown expressway (builf in
1958) and no |-240 (built in the early 1970s) separating Montford from town.

Children spent a lot of fime playing outside, skating down paved Gray street, riding hikes
down the “Red Hill,” and playing ball or horseshoes in the “Hollow. “ They took walks in
the cemetery, hunted “possum in the woods, got in trouble for chasing Dora Greer’s ducks,
sneaked some of Reverend Moseley’s plums, and maybe had a ride on George Holmes'
mule.

Time for Church and also for Parties

There were lots of parties and festivities too: street dances in front of the Dawkins, house
parties at the McAfees, church-sponsored picnics in the field at the top of the hill, and
William Howard’s all-night Fourth of July pig roasts. Mrs. Adeline Jones used to fell ghost
sfories on her porch at 35 Morrow, and af least once offered a frank lecture on birth control
to a group of teenage boys on her front steps.

The Buggs at 59 Morrow had one of the first tiny televisions, and teenagers would pile in
to watch sitcom reruns together. When “J.C." Bugg got that 1941 Chevrolet, it was sheer
pleasure for teenagers to escape the neighborhood on hair raising rides down to Old Fort or
Gastonia.

Sundays were spent in church. While some families went out of the neighborhood to wor-
ship, there were two churches in Stumptown in 1950. There was the Welfare Baptist Church
at 27 Madison, af this time led by the Reverends Pettiway and Ware, and Reverend Mason’s
Church of God at 13 Gray. Bishop Perkins’s original Church of God had been on Morrow. Mrs.
Jeter says her family spent nearly the entire day at Welfare Baptist: Sunday school, Sunday
moming service, and the evening BTU (Baptist Training Union), ending up with another
service. Many others remember doing the sume.

A Village that Turned Out Successful People

Whether it was the example of caring adults, the strict discipline, or the church going that
shaped them, many strong, community-oriented men and women have come from the “vil-
lage” of Stumptown. To name only a few, there were Phyllis Jones Sherill (Morrow Strest),
who served on the Asheville-Buncombe Community Relations Council as well as the United
Way, YWCA, and Minority Involvement Council; Clara Jeter, who did her child-rearing here
and confinues to work with the Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry, ABC
Community Relations Council, Community Action Opportunities, and Martin Luther King
Committee; and Lettie Polite (Madison Street), who taught math and organized libraries in
many Asheville schools.

14

We should also mention David Jones, Jr. (Morrow Street), executive director of the Housing
Authority of Asheville from 1976-2005; Doris Dawkins (Gay and Morrow Streets), active in the
Neighborhood Housing Services Board; Dr. John Bugg (Morrow Street), pastor and prison chap-
lain in Essex County, New Jersey; Herbert J. “Watt Daddy” Watts (Morrow Street), who worked
26 years for the Asheville Police Department, retiring as sergeant of the Juvenile Division, and
the namesake of the Herbert J. Watts Park; and Alvin Mills (Gay Street), the WLOS —TV 13
photojournalist and cameraman who was Professor Bop on WLOS radio.

Urban Renewal Shatters the Neighborhood: The 1960s
and 1970s

The sixties brought an end to a way of life. The Stumptown population aged as young people
began to move away in search of work. Many homes were in serious need of repair, and rental
properties were left to deferiorate, mainly because the future of the neighborhood was uncer-
tain. An article in the Citizen-Times from April 1968 describes a city council meeting attended
by a “noisy delegation from Stumptown” (led by Phyllis Sherrill), asking for the removal of 50
abandoned cars in the neighborhood. There were also water and sewage problems, inadequate
solid waste disposal, and no playgrounds.

ity planners hoped fo solve the problems of Stumptown by removing substandard housing
and putting in new housing or possibly a park. This process had begun when the city hired Ray
Kisiah as director of Asheville Parks and Recreation in 1971. Kisiah managed to combine sev-
eral federal grants from such programs such as Model Cities, the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, and the Community Development Fund to pay for a million-dollar plan for the Montford
Recreation Park—without having fo spend “a dime” of city money.

itizen input for the park project was asked for and received by Oralene Simmons, who worked for
the local Model Cities environmental branch and later became director of the Community Center.
Land for the park was acquired between 1968 and 1973, groundbreaking for the Center occurred
in summer 1977, and the new building was dedicated in fall 1978.

This well-intentioned plan had some powerful negative effects. All properties on Morrow and
Jersey and most of those on Gay and Madison were bulldozed, and around 80 households lost
their homes. Some people moved to housing projects such as Hillcrest (just built in 1959) or
Erskine-Caldwell senior housing (built in 1970), others purchased or rented homes elsewhere in
town, and still others moved away altogether. A deeply connected and vibrant community, even
more real than the buildings themselves, was lost forever.

Stumptown'’s Role in a National Tragedy

Stumptown’s story is a finy but extreme example of a national tragedy. During this era, as
many as 1,600 African-American neighborhoods—including Asheville’s Hill Street, Burton
Street, East End, and Riverside/Southside neighborhoods—uwere diminished or destroyed by
highway construction and urban renewal projects.

To understand the story of urban renewal in Asheville, read “Twilight of a Neighborhood,”
(rossroads (Summer-Fall 2010), a North Carolina Humanities Council publication available
online. The Special Collections at Ramsey Library, UNC Asheville, have huge archives on urban
renewal in Asheville. For @ moving account of how urban renewal affected African Americans
nationwide, see Mindy Thompson Fullilove, Root Shack: How Tearing Up City Neighborhoods
Hurts America, and What We Can Do about It (One World/Ballantine Books, 2005).

Stumptown Lives On

Stumptown is not lost, however, from the memories of the people who lived there. Phyllis
Shenill started the Stumptown reunions in 1993. Perhaps the biggest one occurred in 1997, a
two-day affair with over 50 attending. Next time you're in the Montford Recreation Center, take
a look at the wonderful group portrait of these former residents and their families. Another big
reunion was held in 2001 honoring the memory of Mrs. Shenill, who had just died.
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Clara Jefer is keeping the reunions going; the last gathering was held in late 2010. If

all else fails, residents get together in a big conference telephone call. Reunion booklefs,
available in the North Carolina Collection at Pack Library, are rich with loving stories about the
neighborhood.

- L B
CLARA JETER AND HER DAUGHTER PAT McAFEE, LOOKING DOWN THE STREET
THEY ONCE LIVED

o

WHERE

Stumptown has a way of pulling you into its story. This certainly happened to Pat Fitzgerald,
who published a richly illustrated story about Stumptown in 2001 (“Growing Up in
Stumptown,” in Robert S. Brunk, ed., May We All Remember Well: A Joumal of the History
& Cultures of Western North Caroling, volume 2). About the same time, Alida Woods’ fifth-
grade students at Isaac Dickson School discovered some artifacts in a nearby area that led
them info an exciting archeological study of the neighborhood (see her article, “Continuing
to Unearth Stumptown,” in the Montford Newsletter, February 2002). Alida is refiring as
Dickson’s principal this month.

And now an Asheville newcomer like me has had the great privilege of exploring this
neighborhood's history and mesting many wonderful people. This afternoon | spotted clumps
of daffodils popping up along the path where Mrs. Witherspoon’s yard on Morrow Street used
to be. My own yard is full of what must be Mary Moseley’s daffodils.

Small remembrances of times gone by.

This story couldn’t have been written without the help of former residents Clara Jeter, the
current president of the Stumptown Association; her daughter, Pat McAfeg; Lettie Wilson
Polite; Dorothy Wallace Ware; and Dr. John C. Bugg.

Paul Dixon
828.254.4832

PDIXON77@YAHOO.COM

COMMERCIAL m RESIDENTIAL m INTERIORS
EXTERIORS m LICENSED

Bountiful
Citi

Growing Food, Building Commanity.

Pearson Garden feeds
the neighborhood!

CSA shares now available.
Sign up for your share by March 21st.

Contact pearsongarden@gmail.com
828-257-4000
www.bountifulcitiesproject.org

3_ .1,'

- Lo P >
architecture planning interiors green building preservation
25 years of environmentally responsive design
www.samselarchitects.com
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Spotlight on a Neighborhood

month to Joe Newman: 254-5111, jnewman@usouthal.edu

Montford Residents Open Investment Company on Cherry Streetf

Paige Hansen and Richard Stiles opened Hansen Stiles & Associates at 117 Cherry Street in December
2010. Hansen Stiles is an independent investment company associated with Prospera Financial
Senvices of Dallas Texas, which was recognized as Broker Dealer of the Year in 2009 and 2010.
Brokers and Neighbors

Both Paige and Richard proudly call Montford home. Paige lives on Rosewood Avenue with her three-
year-old daughter Sydney. Richard and his wife Phyl have lived on Courtland Avenue since 1984,

Prior o forming Hansen Stiles, Paige had been a local independent financial advisor with Prospera

since 2006 and spent the prior three years with a large wire house in Asheville. Paige began her finan- = i

cial career in corporate finance in London 20 years ago before heading fo Tokyo to trade inferest rates
and currencies. Before returning to Asheville in 2003, she worked as an equity research analyst and
then marketing specialist with Lehman Brothers in New York City.

Richard entered the investment business in 1996 with Interstate Johnson Lane, a Charlotte company
that ultimately was morphed into Wells Fargo. In 2007 he opened 72 Wall Street Investments, an
independent arm of Wachovia Securities Financial Network.

Office manager Lisa Lawwill is a native of Asheville and a graduate of UNCA. Lisa has been in the
investment business for 17 years in Charlotte and Asheville. She lives in East Asheville with her son
Tyler.

Twenty-Seven Years in Montford

STANDING (L-R): RICHARD STILES, PAIGE HANSEN, SYDNEY HANSEN.
SEATED: LISA LAWWILL.

Richard has witnessed significant neighborhood changes since moving to Courtland Avenue 27
years ago. From the beginning he was involved in Montford’s revitalization, serving as president of
the Montford Community Club (the forerunner of the Montford Neighborhood Association), member
of a committee that prioritized neighborhood CDBG improvement projects, and vice-president and
then president of Neighborhood Housing Services.

Paige and Richard are planning an open house later this spring. Watch for your invitation in a
future newsletter.

Innovative product
saves you money &

all year long!

Qur technological
breakthrough for
insulating existing
homes will keep you —

Electrical Repairs!

Troubleshooting

Ceiling Fans

Recessed Lighting

Knob & Tube Repair/Replace
Fuses changed to breakers
No Job Too Small!

25 Years Exp?rience! ( ’
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POWER-PLUS

ELECTRICAL SERVICE
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comfortable and
your home efficient.

| OUR HOME EVALUATION
IS FREE AND HAS NO
OBLIGATION... GUARANTEED!

UN

Make one call
for your electrical rgrair.

Call us, we answer the phone!
MF8430
www.PowerPlusService.com




