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TEMPIE AVERY MONTFORD CENTER

Pick Up Volleyball (Ages 16+)
Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 PM
Fridays from 10:00-2:00 PM

Closed on June 4, 2026

Pick Up Basketball (Ages 16+)
Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM

Sundays from 3:00-6:00 PM

Closed on June 2 and June 21, 2026

Youth Pickup Basketball
Sundays from 1:00-3:00 PM
Ages: 8-15

Art without Borders ;
April 7 and 21 from 4:00-5:00 PM
Ages: 18+ Fee: $5

STEM into Spring Time

April 8, 15, and 22 from 4:00-4:45 PM

Ages: 5-10 Fee: $5

Teen Easels and Eats
Friday, May 22 from 5:00-6:30
PM

Ages: 11-15 Fee: $5

Montford Fairy Picnic
Saturday, April 22 from 11:00-
1:.00 PM

Ages: 2-7 w/ Parent or Guardian
Fee: $5

Aero Adventures

May 21 and 28 from 6:00-7:00 PM
Ages: 8-13 Fee: $10

Binge Worthy Trivia

April 23 from 6:00-7:30 PM

“The Originals Trivia”

Ages: 12-17 Fee: $5

»

.
»
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.

Mom and Me Painting
May 7 from 4:30-6:00 PM
Ages: 30+ w/ child

Fee: $5

Block Party
and Musical
Beats BINGO

from 5:00-8:00
PM

Splish Splash
Carnival Bash
Saturday, June
27 from 1:00-2:30 PM

Ages: 2-5 w/ Parent or Guardian Fee: §5

Montford Beginner mahjong
Thursdays from 6:00-9:00 PM

Closed on May 21, May 28, and June 4
Sundays from 2:00-5:00 PM

Closed on June 21

Ages: 25+ Fee:$5

Dart Side of the Moon —
June 12 and 26 from 6:30-7:30 —

PM
Ages: 13-16 Fee:$5 ,%

For more Information Contact:

3 h

¥

Seth T. Jackson, Recreation Facility Manager
828-253-3714

Tempie Avery Montford Recreation Center
34 Pearson Dr, Asheville, NC 28801

www.ashevillenc.gov/parks | Facebook | Instagram



https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/parks-recreation/
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828.712.2400

GrizzlybearArborcare.com

GRIZZLYBEAR
ARBORCARE

tough love for trees
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TREES FOR MONTFORD
Lynn Raker

Only a year and a half after Helene devastated our
tree canopy, Montford is already making meaningful
strides toward rebuilding it. Perhaps reforestation

is an exaggeration—given our dense housing and
infrastructure, it has been generations since Montford
could truly be described as “forested.” Still, for a
neighborhood just steps from a lively downtown, we
can proudly claim a remarkable wealth of mature
trees and the vibrant wildlife that depends on them.

A study quantifying the percentage of canopy lost
between 2022 and the summer of 2025 is expected to
be released this summer, according to City of Asheville
Urban Forester Keith Aitken. While the data will not
distinguish between trees damaged by Helene and
those removed afterward, it will provide a valuable
snapshot of overall loss and help us set realistic
replanting goals.

Even without the numbers in hand, we know our
neighborhood’s canopy was severely compromised.
Wildlife at least appears abundant again—an
embarrassment of squirrels, the return of our stealthy
hawk to its nest, bears lurking about to do what bears
do, and the full chorus of insects, birds, reptiles, and
mammals that share Montford with us. Yet one can’t
help wondering how many were lost or forced to
relocate in search of food and shelter after the storm.

Rebuilding our canopy is not optional. To
maintain—and ideally surpass—the pre-Helene

ecological balance, we must commit to a robust,
sustained tree-planting effort. Even before the
hurricane, Asheville had already experienced a
decline in canopy coverage. Once the new study
is released, we hope to determine how many trees
need to be replanted and to set realistic annual
goals for restoring our leafy infrastructure.

But a lack of hard data hasn’t slowed us down.
Thanks to revenue from the 2025 Montford
Garden Tour, we planted 25 native canopy trees
this past fall and winter — oaks, maples, black
gums, and sycamores. Ten were placed on
private property, and 15 were added to Tempie
Avery Community Center, Hummingbird Park,
Montford Park, and Reed Creek Greenway. Four
of the Greenway trees were generously donated by
Rosewood Landscape Company.

We encourage all residents to plant a native tree
this year. If you have space, consider a large
canopy species; if not, a smaller ornamental
tree can still provide habitat, beauty, and
essential environmental benefits. Every new tree
strengthens the health and resilience of our
neighborhood.

To learn more—or to receive financial
assistance—please visit the Montford Tree Grant
Program at montford.org,

https://montford.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/12/TreeGrant 2019 1209.pdf



https://montford.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/TreeGrant_2019_1209.pdf 
https://montford.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/TreeGrant_2019_1209.pdf 
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& ’&MONTFORD PARK

. PLAYERS

/
June Theater Announcement July Theater Announcement
Montford Park Players Montford Park Players
Presents: “Othello” Presents: “The Taming of the Shrew”
By William Shakespeare By William Shakespegre
Produced by Montford Park Players Directed by: Jason Williams
at the Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre Produced by Montford Park Players
Show Dates: at the Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre
June 5- June 27 Show Dates:
Friday, Saturday and Sunday @ 7:30pm . July 3 —Aug 1, 2026
Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre Friday, Saturday and Sunday @ 7:30pm
92 Gay St. Asheville, NG Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre

92 Gay St. Asheville, NC

VISIT - https://montfordparkplayers.org/2026-season/



https://montfordparkplayers.org/2026-season/
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SHhovever W ontford

WELCOME PACKET
Dan & Judith Sanford

Forever Montford, a committee of the Montford Neighborhood
Association (MNA) has created a Welcome Packet for new
Montford residents. The packet contains information such as a
brief history of Montford, a list of MNA board members along

with contact information, Montford listserv, Montford newsletter,
neighborhood parks, events, restaurants, maps, volunteer
opportunities and much more. Packets are being delivered by MNA
board and Forever Montford committee members upon learning of
new residents. Recipients of the Welcome Packet have shown great
appreciation with one neighboring writing, “Looks like we lucked
out in the neighbor and neighborhood department! T appreciate
the history and local information. Well done, and thank you for
your thoughtfulness.”
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If you are new to Montford or know of a new
resident, please contact one of the below, and we
will coordinate delivery of a Welcome Packet.

Dan Sanford: sanford.danielj@gmail.com
Judith Sanford: sanford.judith@gmail.com
Leslie Humphrey: leslieinmontford@gmail.com
Ashima Nair: ashimanair@gmail.com

FRUGALFRAMER

YOUR ART.
OUR PASSION.

Downtown AVL/Montford | 95 Cherry St. North
South Asheville | 200 Julian Shoals Dr. #20

frugalframer.com



mailto:sanford.danielj@gmail.com
mailto:sanford.judith@gmail.com
mailto:leslieinmontford@gmail.com
mailto:ashimanair@gmail.com
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Green Corner plagting and giviqg away trees in Marshall and Hot

Erin Hiatt Springs. Vol.unteerlr.lg_ w1th GI:eeIlWOI“kS is abp}lt much
' , more than just participating in a workday - it's about

For this month's Green empowering ourselves and our community to act in

Corner, we are interviewing the face of, what can feel like, really overwhelming

a longstanding local,

o S environmental issues today.
sustainability-linked

organization that would
welcome your support! A: Sign up to join us for a volunteer opportunity! We
have volunteers working with us almost every single

Q: How can people engage or support?

Our thirteenth feature is Asheville GreenWorks N .
located at 2 Sulphur Springs Road Asheville, NC 28306 week of the year. From in-office support via data entry

_ o ) to sapling care in the nursery, our volunteer website lists
Q: What is GreenWorks and how did it get started: upcoming opportunities. We also accept donations! Our

A: Asheville GreenWorks is a nonprofit organization work wouldn’t be possible without the dedication and
that works to protect the health of the French Broad support of Asheville’s community of volunteers, donors,
River watershed through community mobilization, and GreenWorks’ fans, spreading the word about what
with a focus on environmental justice. We started in we do!

1973, known back then as Quality 76, ahead of the
U.S. Bicentennial with the goal of cleaning up the
French Broad River. Quality ‘76 leadership recognized
the ongoing need for clean-ups, tree plantings, and
environmental protection, so we became Quality

Q: How can readers stay up to date?

A: Follow us on FaceBook and Instagram or sign up for
our newsletter. Our Director of Impact and Engagement,
Carrie Harmon, writes the best newsletters (and PS.’s) out

Forward until 2007, when we became Asheville there.
GreenWorks.
Q: What are the organization’s main initiatives/ Let me know what other local businesses you would
activities? like to see interviewed at montfordgreencorner@
A: Our primary activities fall into four program areas: gmail.com. You can find past Green Corners on the
Newsletter Archive page.

reforestation and urban forestry, litter and debris
clean-ups, waste reduction and recycling, and youth
environmental leadership. Thousands of people have
engaged with our work over the years as volunteers
helping pick up litter along our roadways, and as
participants, receiving trees from us during our
community tree distributions and bringing things to our
Hard 2 Recycle events to divert waste from our landfills!

Q: Any favorite volunteer or donation stories?

A RESTORATION < CONTRACTING

A: 1t’s so hard to pick just one! I love meeting so many N
naei Logan

people who care deeply about our community and A ey
environment! My favorite days at GreenWorks are ones MichaeiGashevilisrestoration.com
h I ici . 1 i 1 hcansad, insurad, and lead-sale company
WHCTE LD 'art1c1p ate in V.O UnIEer projects and get out Historic Window and Door Restoration specialist
of the office by welcoming people to Hard 2 Recycle,
pulling PVC pipe out of the French Broad River, and



https://www.ashevillegreenworks.org/volunteer
https://www.ashevillegreenworks.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/ashevillegreenworks
https://www.instagram.com/avlgreenworks/?fbclid=IwY2xjawSg8PBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFqVjhqODZlRzdTUDdHZEI2c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQBMAABHtKsLOCk5iws7qujCcc0QWGaAc6r8iwRWGVqMoS6DrfNG7B_NbMYEXKvjUmx_aem_dKYInNKMqtmX6MdjPRMmlg
https://www.ashevillegreenworks.org/newsletter
https://montford.org/newsletter/
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The Latest Dirt .
By Cherie Morris

Heed the old adage, “And on the R 7
seventh month, gardeners rest.” ) )
Yes, I did make that up, but it's an

excellent plan. Just grab a chair and

a book and enjoy your garden handiwork. Planting and
dividing should be paused until the cooler weather of
late September and October. Remember to keep watering,
especially during our hot dry spells. Did you know that
Asheville is the driest location in North Carolina? It’s in
the state record books! Remember, if possible, water in the
morning or the evening. Watering in the heat of the day
isn’t healthy for you or the plants.

Summer is a perfect time for a stroll in the quietude of
the botanic garden. As sat in the shade today in the bird
garden, I called up the Cornell University ornithology
app called Merlin on my phone. | heard and identified

6 different species in five minutes. Downloading the
Merlin and PlantNet apps will make your walks more
interesting and educational although we have installed
lots of new colorful and informative signage on the trails.
So what's blooming in June? Bee balm, wild bergamot
and bleeding heart caught my eye in the two new native
prairie plantings near Broadway. I also stopped to admire
the craftsmanship of the woven twig fence blocking the
street traffic. Great idea, but requires more patience than
I can muster these days! Near the entrance stairs the
bright yellow bloom of the prickly pear cactus demands
your admiration, and yes, NC has a native cactus! Further
down the trail, the Caltalpa tree blossoms are busily
attracting hungry hummingbirds. Catalpas are also host
plants for the sphinx moth, and while we rarely see these
night time visitors, their caterpillar, a quite spectacular
bright yellow and black fellow, irresistible to blue gill
and catfish, are well known to fishermen! They are even
available frozen online.

MONTFORD
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As summer progresses, a
variety of wildflowers will
pop up on every turn of

the path. Even after one

of those infrequent rains,
populations of fungi will
appear. I'm sure there’s an
ID app for those too, but we
offer great mushroom field
guides for sale in the gift
shop. We also have an ever-
changing selection of used
and new books and gifts
for children and adults. For
members only, we're offering

We're Different

828-277-5164

FINISH CARPENTRY

something new. On the last CABINETS

Friday of every month, Jamie DESIGN

Santamour, our director o
Asheville

of development, will host

Coffee at the Cabin from

9-11 at the Hayes Cabin. Share a cuppa, meet and chat
with Jamie. Not a coffee drinker? You're welcometo BYO
non-alcoholic beverage or stop at the visitor’s center for
a cold Devil’s Foot sparkling water. Our staff spent all day
yesterday cleaning the historic cabin, readying it for our
guests! Not 2 member? No problem. Call us at 828-252-
5190, stop in any day 10-4 or visit our website at www.
ashevillebotanicgarden.org and purchase a membership.
That gets you discounts at the Garden Path Gift Shop, the
twice annual plant sales and free or discounted classes.
Join and come grow with us. Meet you at the Cabin!
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BUNCOMBE COUNTY

Pack Memorial Library
67 Haywood Street in
downtown Asheville

Are you new to the neighborhood or has it been a long
time since you last visited Pack Memorial Library in
downtown Asheville? There are endless resources to
explore or to discover:

e Over 150,000 items available for browsing
and lending. These resources include books,
periodicals, CDs, DVDs, and research materials. The
library also participates in statewide resource sharing
and offers inter-library loans.

* Free internet access, public computing, and
Wi-Fi. Photocopy and printing services are available
for a small fee.

e Free laptop and hotspot lending program.
Laptops and hotspots are now available for a free 30
day loan with a library card.

* Free tickets to local attractions. Use your
library card to sign up for Zoom passes, which are
free tickets to local attractions like the WNC Nature
Center, the NC Arboretum, or the Asheville Museum of
Science.

e Free digital audiobooks, e-books,
magazines, and movies. The Libby app from
Overdrive provides downloads of these items to your
smart phone, tablet, or computer. It’s like an Audible
subscription service, but free with your library card.

e A vibrant and inviting children’s library. The
library has books for all ages and reading levels, and

board games, and sporting equipment available to
lend.

ILIBRARIES

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Thousands of unique local historical
records, photographs, maps, and
memorabilia. The Buncombe County Special
Collections Library provides researchers the resources
and expertise they need to understand and interpret the
history of Western North Carolina.

 Bookends Used Bookstore offers bargain
prices for a wide variety of books and
media, including vintage and collectible
materials and bestselling fiction. Proceeds from
the sales benefit the library programming,

For more information, visit the library or their website:
https://www.buncombecounty.org/governing/depts/library/
branch-locations/pack-memorial.aspx

Parking in the Civic Center parking ramp is free for the
first hour. The library is also walkable from the Montford
neighborhood.
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MONTFORD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (MNA)
QUARTERLY COMMUNITY MEETING
Odyssey School - Wednesday, April 22, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Randy

Hall at 6:33 PM. There was a good turnout of about 45
neighbors in person. For the first time the meeting was
also available on Zoom because of new communications
capacity Odyssey School had obtained from the City of
Asheville with MNA assistance. Several neighbors were

on Zoom. Since the system was being used for the first
time it was unclear how many people were watching and
listening to the meeting and the Zoom participants were
unable to speak at the meeting. Needless to say, use of the
new Odyssey School system will need more work before
the next neighborhood meeting. Our apologies to those
whose participation was less than optimal.

Asheville Police Department — Officer Blake
Fadler

Community Engagement Officer Blake Fadler (bfadler@
ashevillenc.gov) shared staffing information as APD is
coming closer to its goal of reaching full strength with
220 officers. Th number now is 170 including 19 officers
in field training. 10 are in the academy, about double the
last class.

As every meeting, our APD engagement officer took
questions. Unfortunately, one person participating
remotely was unable to ask her question during the
meeting because of a glitch in the new IT. It should be
pointed out that a reason the minutes are circulated and
contact information is included is so that our residents
may easily contact our engagement officer.

Asheville Neighborhood Co-Ordinator —
Trey Irby

Trey Irby (tirby@ashevillenc.gov) reported on the process
and approval of MNA's Stumptown grant from the City

of Asheville about which Karen MacNeil and Lynn Raker
reported further later in the meeting,

10

Tempie Avery Community Center

Because of a staffing shortage Seth Jackson was unable
to attend and sent word that he would post on Montford
List Serve the information he would have reported at the
quarterly neighborhood meeting,

Asheville Greenworks — Lynn Raker and Eric
Bradford

Lynn introduced Asheville Greenworks Operations
Manager Eric Bradford an expert on reducing invasives
and urban reforestation. He gave an excellent presentation
on Residential Treatment Methods for Common Invasive
Plants.

Garden Tour Fund Projects — Lynn Raker

Lynn reported that from the Garden Tour proceeds 25
native trees have been planted in Montford to partially
restore the neighborhood’s tree canopy after large loss in
Helene. In July the City will release its tree canopy survey.
Lynn would like to see MNA commit to plant at least 10
more trees.

Reed Creek Greenway Update/Kudzu —
Susan Eggerton

Susan reported tremendous progress including that this
long, hard project is coming to the time for seeding
when native grass will be planted and straw put down.
Eric Bradford of Greenworks offered to come to the next
Montford Meadow workday. Once the grass has gotten
going work will begin getting rid of invasive trees along
the Greenway.

Financial Report — Susan Eggerton

Current financials were circulated and in line with budget.
Susan asked that people make suggestion as to what they
think MNA funds should be spent for. The new officers to
be elected at this meeting and the other board members
will work on the next budget.
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Update UNCA Millennial Campus and
Broadway — Bill Eakins

Since Bill, Randy Hall and Lynn Raker spoke to UNCA's
information gathering commission in late March, the
University has put their testimony on the campus website
along with the testimony of anyone else who testified.
There have been no public updates of the University’s
plans. Bill noted that in MNA's survey of Montford

the main reasons almost all respondents opposed the
University’s prior possible plans was destruction of urban
forest, noise and traffic. Whatever the University does on
the west side of Broadway would impact Montford most.
Preservation of the Odyssey School, which is a UNCA
tenant, is important, and given the shortage of childcare
in our area expansion of Odyssey is something we have
suggested UNCA consider.

Bill reported that a few days before he had been asked

to attend a Broadway pedestrians meeting with Council
member Maggie Ullman about possibly petitioning for
a pedestrian safety study of Broadway. There are a lot of
aspects to this. Clearly, new residential and commercial
development, including where the ABC store is and the
old Moog site, will need pedestrian safety improvement.
Further out from downtown there are already walk
lights at Chestnut and a pedestrian crossing was added
at Station 13. Needs further from downtown may be
impacted by any UNCA plans or need to be considered in
light of proposals for any new use of the UNCA property
west of Broadway. Considerations like lanes can impact
stormwater and other environmental issues. At the
meeting Council member Ullman suggested that the
group coordinate with Asheville on Bikes and learn from
their successful work with NCDOT on Merrimon. Montford
is the only neighborhood on the west side of Broadway
and MNA and our residents should be consulted going
forward. The MNA board will be considering how best to
participate and provide input.

MONTFORD
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Stumptown Grant — Karen MacNeil and Lynn
Raker

Karen and Lynn reported that the Stumptown grant was
approved to recognize Stumptown with sign toppers
and with an interpretive sign at Tempie Avery. Meetings
with Stumptown representatives and City personnel will
proceed and the new signage may come to fruition as
early as August.

Board and Officer Elections — Randy Hall

New at large board members Carol Tannenbaum and
Marguerite Nivens were elected. The officers elected were
Bill Eakins as president, Karen MacNeil as vice president,
Susan Eggerton as treasurer and Marti Boyles as secretary.

The 2026-2027 Montford Neighborhood Association Board
is, therefore, those 6 members plus former president,
Randy Hall and at large member, Susan Loftis.

Bountiful Cities — Cathy Cleary

Cathy reminded those in attendance that the garden

at the end of Pearson has belonged to Bountiful Cities
since they acquired it from ABCCM and that they have
programs and facilities to grow and make available fresh,
healthy food of which they gave away over 1,000 pounds
last year. For their second and fourth Wednesday markets
see their website www.bountifulcities.org and drop by right
here in Montford at their Pearson garden.

President — Bill Eakins

After a request by Bill Eakins for any
new or old business, the meeting stood
adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, by Bill Eakins,
Acting Secretary for Tom Fehsenfeld,
deceased and sorely missed.

11
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Resource Directory

Historic Walking Tours

Stroll the neighborhood or downtown. Walking
tours of historic Montford, Riverside Cemetery,
Biltmore Village and downtown Asheville.

e 777-1014.

Raven Invasive Plant Management

Saving trees and native plants from non-native
invasives. Raven IPM is a local, organic, woman
veteran-owned business specializing in mechanical
removal of invasive plants. No chemicals, just hard
work. @ (828)866-3200 ® RavenNC.com

Smart Feller Tree Works

Down trees got you down? Contact us for all your
tree removal and pruning needs! We are locally
licensed and insured. Please call for free estimates.
Montford references available. Thanks.

* 828.545.5503

Square Peg Construction Inc.

Add beautiful custom woodwork to your historic
home: New upgrades like wood paneling, built-in
cabinetry, trim, doors, stairs and railings. Small
details add big impact! Montford references.

e Call your neighbors, Leslie and

David Humphrey 277-5164

Paul Dixon
828.215.7772

PDIXON77@YAHOO.COM

COMMERCIAL m RESIDENTIAL m INTERIORS
EXTERIORS m LICENSED

Dear Neighbors,

We all appreciate the vibrant community spirit shown
through flyers for garage sales, estate sales, moving
announcements, and missing pets. These notices help
us stay connected and informed.

However, once the event has passed, many flyers are left
behind and eventually fall into the street or into storm
drains, creating clutter and contributing to pollution in
our water system.

Kindly consider removing your flyers promptly after
your event concludes.

This small act helps keep our neighborhood clean, safe,
and welcoming for everyone.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation!

Montford
Convenience Stor

()

Hours:
Monday thru Saturday - 8am to 10pm
Sunday - 9am to 10pm

231 Montford Avenue « phone 828-258-1879

12
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MUSIC LESSONS
IN MONTRORD

The

Montford
CLASSICAL PIANO / MusIC THEDR? / COMPOSITION L o t
isiserve
EXPLORING {WeeKLY SeSSIONS)
THE ART OF PLANO THROUGH 45 HIN - ;_24,3 PER MO, N e eds
R 60 MIN - $300 PeR MO. Y
ou

EMPHASIZING

SIC IAND LITER iz, *VIRTUAL LESSONS
LE, MUSIC THEORY

AND COHPOSTTON The Montford listserv is a neighborhood

| discussion list. This is the place where you

JOHN S A can exchange news about the neighborhood

STAROSTAJOHNGGAIL COM Visit https://montford.org/montford-listserve/
9680-333-3992

Historic Resources 174 Montford Avenue (PIN 9649028665) -
: | Commission of Modification of roof line on rear elevation.

. Action—Approved
Asheville an

s ; and 315 Pearson Drive (PIN 9639854065)-
Buncombe County Enclosure of porch on the rear elevation.

Action—Approved with conditions

Montford Action Agenda 05/13/26 HRC Application Portal

Members Present: Chair Will Hornaday, Vice-Chair
Sioux Oliva, Shannon Watkins, Amy Moxley, Celesta
Gorman, Jenny Bowen, Cecil Holt, Leslie Humphrey,
Robert Mays, Hans Skouby

Members: Absent: None

The city is now accepting HRC applications digitally
via the Development Portal at this address:
https://develop.ashevillenc.gov/

Please refer to the website (www.ashevillenc.gov)

for the full approved minutes after the following
Staff Present: Alex Cole, Matt Holloway, Jannice Ashley, month’s meeting.

Aspen Johnston

Item, Summary and Action

265 Cumberland Avenue (PIN 9649045369)
- Alteration of existing retaining wall in front yard.
Action—Approved

13
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What bears do in June

June at a Glance: Yearlings leave mom and search for
food, shelter and a place of their own. Adult males travel
far and wide looking for mates. Nursing moms venture
farther from home base searching for food. Cubs keep
growing and developing. Spring lessons can be life-
changing,

Yearlings Move Out

Bears that were born last spring and denned up with mom
this past winter are now 18-month old yearlings. If all

goes well, they’ll be the size of a medium-sized dog by the
end of June, although their fur coats can make them look
larger. Yearling females are often allowed to move in next
door to their mom. Yearling males are strongly encouraged

to move out and go find a new territory of their own, so most

young bears wandering far from home are males.

Spring Lessons Can Be Life-Changing

Yearling bears may look big and furry, but
they are all trying to figure out how to live
without their mom’s help. They are often
lonely and lack the fully developed survival
skills of an adult bear. Also hungry and
inquisitive, they will instinctively check out P& =
anything that seems as if it might be a source | ¢
of food. i

Like human teenagers, yearlings are at a very
impressionable stage of life. If they quickly
discover that human places should be avoided,
they will learn to support themselves as wild bears. If they
find the backyard pickings are easy, they start down a road
that is often a dead end. No matter how cute they look and
how hungry they are, never feed or approach them. The
best thing you can do to help yearling bears grow up wild is
to make sure there’s nothing around your home to attract
them. (Download our Be BearWise at Home Checklist.)

Adult Bears Look for Mates

Female bears that are now empty-nesters as well as mature
females that didn’t give birth last winter will soon be ready
to mate. Female bears seldom leave their home ranges; for
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Photo: Tom Harrison

the good of the gene pool, they let the males come find
them. A female bear may mate with several different males,
and it’s not uncommon for litter-mates to all have different
fathers.

Black Bears in 2 Colors

Chances are these two black bear cubs are siblings with
the the same mom but different fathers. Black bears
can be many colors, including just about every shade of
brown. (photo: NPS / Neal Herbert)

Ranges, not Territories

Black bears are typically not territorial; their home ranges
often overlap. A home range needs to be large enough to
provide food, water, shelter and mates. The size of a home
range varies greatly, but a male bear’s home range can be
up to 300 square miles, typically five or six times larger than
a female’s living in the same general area. Several females
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may live within the home range of an adult male and
yearling bears of both sexes often hang out with each other.

Cub Nursery School Continues

Moms are still nursing, but cubs are learning how to
supplement their diets with more natural bear foods. Cubs
take after their moms in several ways: they are super-
smart, have a keen sense of smell, learn quickly, have good
memories and are very adaptable. So, if mom teaches them
to avoid people-places and forage for natural foods, they
learn to live wild. But if mom shows them how to raid the
garbage or bat down bird feeders or sends them in through
the pet door to see what's in the kitchen, the lessons learned
can put their lives in danger.

Where’s the Bear Food?

Natural spring and early summer foods like tender leaves
and grasses and developing plants are not as calorie-
dense and nutritious as the nuts and fruits that ripen later
in the year, so all bears travel further looking for food.
Mother bears usually have between one and three hungy,
demanding mouths to feed. Moms start traveling further
looking for food, and cubs are left home alone for longer
stretches of time, usually near the den or underneath a
handy “sanctuary tree” they can climb in a few seconds.

What'’s on the June Menu?

Black bears are omnivores; they

will eat pretty much anything - L

with calories. The bulk of their O O O !
spring and early summer diet __,...—...‘_O is
what people think of as a salad BearWisQ‘u
topped with whatever protein rvraaarisn.ong

might be available — insects,

carrion (dead animals), fish,

small mammals, reptiles and amphibians. Nursing mothers
need more calories to stay healthy enough to keep producing
milk for the cubs and may actually lose weight until more
calorie-dense foods become available later in the year and
cubs start eating more on their own.
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New public artwork is
coming to Reed Creek!

Public Arl Installaticn on the
Hewd Creek Gresmway: June 4 - 15

Installation of a playable,
musical sculpture will
occur on the Reed Creek
Greenway near the corner
of Catawba Street in
summer of 2026. This
interactive public art piece
will feature ceramic tiles
made by members of the community. Thank you to
all who participated -- your work will be unveiled
soon! Stay tuned for the announcement of an
unveiling event date.

e T o Bkl g e !

ol 5

15



VOLUME 31 NO. 05 MONTEORD MAY 26

R -
3 el

SMART
- P

Downtown Books & News
67 North Lexington Avenue
www.dbnbooks.com

The Montford Newsletter is published online by the Montford Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 7181, Asheville, NC 28802, for the residents of
Asheville’s first historic neighborhood. We welcome articles and advertising by the 20th of the month.
Note: Opinions expressed in this newsletter by contributing authors do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the MNA.
16 Contact Editor Kelly Ross Terry at krtgraphicdesign@gmail.com, 230-7439 for more information.




