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THE NEWSLETTER OF ASHEVILLE'S MOST HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD

Montford
 Vol. 20 No. 9 September ‘15

A Very Cool Hot August Night

Better’n A Stick In Your Eye
Mitch Russell

Please cut back shrubs and 
tree limbs that hang down over 
sidewalks or grow into the path 
of walkers, runners, and all other 
pedestrians on sidewalks.

I have been accosted no less than 
six times in the past week by said 
villains. If you don’t have trimmers 
I am happy to come cut anything, overhanging the sidewalk, up to 
6 inches in diameter.

Comments from Susan Roderick
It’s a jungle out there! I hand prune as I walk around—I go up

continued on page 11...

Basilica Yard Signs— 
A Perspective
Kathleen Lyons

Hello neighbors,

By now, most of 
you have seen the 
photographs of the 
Basilica springing 
up in yards all over 
Montford.

It shows the Basilica with a stand of trees in front of it, instead of a tall 
building blocking the view or the existing gravel pit and chain-link 
fence. That’s what the sign is about; it’s a tasteful request that the City 
Council honor our desire to put some green space in front of the Basilica.

continued on page 11...
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 C a l e n d a r  

MONTFORD NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
• Third Tuesday of every month, Montford 

Community Center, Pearson Drive.
• Next meeting: September 17, 2015, 

7pm. Watch the list serve for agenda items.
All residents are welcome. Everyone in 
Montford is a member of the neighborhood 
association.

COMMUNITY RECREATION 
NEWS 
Kim Kennedy
Montford  Center Advisory Board
We are reviving the Montford Center 
Advisory Board and we need your help. If 
you are interested in getting involved in 
your community center, then come by our 
meeting Thursday, September 10 at 6pm and 
find out what we are all about. 
Fall Community Yard Sale
Saturday, September 12 is the Annual Fall 
Community Yard Sale. You can reserve 
tables at the recreation center for $5 per 
table or have a sale at your house and be on 
our map for $10. Tables at the community 
center are first-come-first-served and 
they fill fast so get your money in soon. 
Deadline to be on our yard sale map is 
Wednesday, September 11. (You do not need 
to promote the “Trash for Cash” sale as the 
neighborhood is not involved with that any 
longer. I will still make a map if needed, as I 
listed above.)
Two New Yoga Classes
Two new Yoga Classes are coming to 
Montford Center. Hatha Yoga on Wednesdays, 
September 16 – October 21, 9:15-10:30am 
for $50 per person taught by Vanessa 
Sanducci. A minimum of 10 are needed for 
this program to run. Beginning October 2, 
we will also have Chair Yoga on Fridays, 
10:30-11:45am for $10 per class or $50 for 6 
classes, taught by Ellen Morrissey. 
If you would like a copy of our fall brochure 
or have questions, send an email to Kim 
Kennedy at kkennedy@ashevillenc.gov or 
call 253-3714. 

Calendar Items
• Afterschool Adventures, M-F 2:45-5:30pm
• Snow Care (on most City of Asheville 

inclement weather days)
• Fun Day Out (teacher workdays) – Sept 

25, 28, Oct 26, 27, Nov 11, 25 from 
8:30am-5:30pm $5

• Holiday Camp – Dec 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 
30, 31 from 8:30-5:30pm $40 per child

• Youth Tennis, Monday-Thursday, 
September 21 - 24, 4-5pm, $10 per child

• Developing Future Male Leaders- Fridays, 
Sept 18-May 20, 2016, $10 per child 

• Diamonds in the Rough – Wednesdays, 
September 23-December 16, 5:30-7:30pm, 
$5

• Prehistoric Pals – Monday, October 5 & 
12, 4-5pm, $10 per child

• Co-ed 4-on-4 Volleyball Tournament – 
Sunday, Oct 18, 9am-4pm, $40 per team

• Zombie Mania – Saturday, October 24, 
9am-noon, $5 per child

• Fall-o-Ween – Saturday, October 30, 5:30-
7:30pm, $5 per child

• Holiday Craft Fair – Saturday, November 
14, 10am-4pm. Vendor booths $15

• Co-ed 2-on-2 Volleyball Tournament – 
Sunday, December 13, 9am-4pm, $20 per 
team

• Holiday Gift Making – Monday, December 
7 from 4-6pm or Saturday, December 12 
from 10-noon; $10 per child per session

• Climbing Wall – Mondays, 5:30-8pm; $5 
per climber + belay fee if needed

• Gong Fu Martial Arts – Tuesdays, 6:30-
8pm, $10

• Table Tennis – Mondays, 5:30-8pm and 
Saturdays, 11am-2pm, FREE

• Badminton – Thursdays, 5:30-8pm and 
Saturdays, 9-11am, FREE

MONTFORD

Furnished
Short-term Rentals

Studios, One & Two Bedrooms

828-254-6270
ashevillerentals.com
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Invitation From the Grove 
Park Sunset Mountain 
Neighborhood Association to 
Our Montford Neighbors
Historic Tour of Homes

Sunday, September 13 
Tickets. $20 advance/$25 day of tour 
Tickets/Tour Details at gpsmna.org

Come inside the homes that you admire from the outside!  
Here’s a small sample of the jewels you’ll see. 

The Art Deco Estate
From the outside, this prominent residence is notable for its 
curvilinear, “eyebrow” tiled roof. But local legend has it that the 
inside has served as a genuine Prohibition-era speakeasy and social 
club. Picture young debutants making their entrance down the 
lovely staircase in the 1920’s and 30’s. A large bar rumored to be 
from the original Battery Park Hotel, is located in the basement and 
will be restored. 

The Name Dropper
This lovely stone home boasts connections to Asheville’s most 
prominent citizens. In 1918 E.W. Grove (Grove Park Inn) purchased 

the property. A.M. Griffing (Griffing Rose Garden) bought the newly 
built home for $50,000 in 1926. The home designer was Charles 
Parker (architect of the Grove Arcade) and the builder was W.J. 
Jackson Construction (builders of the first skyscraper in Asheville, 
the Jackson Building). This home is located near St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church where the “church ladies” have drinks and 
sandwiches for purchase.

The Birthday House
Come celebrate the 100th birthday of this prairie style house 
designed by Richard Sharpe Smith. The diamond-shaped living 
room windows, coal fireplaces, and hardwood floors are just some 
of the original elements that remain. Although a middle class 
home, the servants’ floor bell in the dining room floor made it easy 
to summon servants from the basement. 

Outside, a remnant of the Asheville street car route separates the 
back yard from Macon Avenue neighbors.

There is also a jaw-dropping modern stunner you don’t want to 
miss!

gpsmna.org

The Birthday House
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North Carolina Banjo 
Clinic Coming to Montford
The North Carolina Banjo Clinic will be coming to Montford 
Friday, November 13 and Saturday, November 14. 

The NCBC is an intensive two-day banjo instruction event. 
Group classes start at 9am and end at 4:30pm each day. All 
teachers are either semi- or full-time professional players 
and instructors. We will offer both bluegrass and old time 
banjo instruction.

Cost
Early-bird registration for both days is $275 until October 1. 
The price after October 1 is $295. Registration for one day 
only is $150.

We will also offer banjo setup (Saturday only) and private after-clinic hours one-on-one instruction, though there are usually ample 
opportunities to seek individual instruction during the clinic.

For details visit vpmusic.org/vpnc/index.html

Rod Johnston, Village Productions 
po box 816 Burnsville, NC 28714 
702-2007



Montford 
Park Players

As You Like It

September 4 - 
September 26,  
7:30 - 10pm

Hazel Robinson Amphitheatre
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Historic Resources Commission 
of Asheville and Buncombe 

County

Montford Tentative Agenda, September 9, 2015, 4pm
19 Birch Street—Construction of new single family home (Alex Cole)
230 Pearson Drive—Construction of addition on existing accessory 
building; modification of rear stair; modification of rear basement 
entry and installation of new door; construction of new stair along 
north elevation (Alex Cole)
181 Flint Street—Construction of new one-story accessory building 
(Alex Cole)
New Business
286 Cumberland Avenue—Reconfiguration of window openings on 
rear addition and installation of new wood windows
11 Arborvale Road—New two-story addition

How to Contact the 
Asheville Police Department
 • For emergencies, call 911.

 • For nonemergencies and to report 
suspicious activity, call 252-1110.

 • For the Crime Prevention Division,  
call 259-5834.

 • For Police Dispatch, call 259-5888.

 • For Montford’s Community Resource Officer, Todd 
Brigman, call 251-4043 or  
email tbrigman@ashevillenc.gov
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29th Asheville Greek Festival
Neighborhood Invitation

September 25, 26, 27 
Friday, Saturday 11am – 9pm, Sunday 11am – 4pm 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church at 227 Cumberland Avenue

Greetings Neighbors!
Once again it’s Greek Fest time in Montford. There will be lots to learn, 
see, do, and definitely EAT!

Live Music
Please come and enjoy the Greek sounds of Nick Demos & Greek 
Islanders. Experience a world of dance as you watch our youth groups 
and adult teams performing in authentic costumes. 

Join Us For a Service
Tour our Church where you can learn about the rich 2000-year-old 
religion of Orthodoxy which is the cornerstone of Greek culture and 
tradition. Join us for Vespers Service on Saturday, September 26 at 5pm 
and Divine Liturgy Service on Sunday, September 27 at 9am.

Shop
Shop in our Agora (Marketplace) where you can take a little piece of 
Greece home with you. There you will find imported Greek jewelry, 
luxurious silk Pashmina wraps, Pysanky easter eggs, Greek sailor hats, 
religious icons, and other Greek items.

Cooking Demos and Food and More Food
Love the food at the festival? Enjoy live cooking demonstrations. Stock 
your pantry with Greek food items from the Bakaliko (grocery store) 
including Greek cheeses, imported olives, olive oil, spices, and other 
imported delicacies.

Finally, allow the scents of oregano, garlic, and cinnamon to take you 
away on culinary excursion to the Mediterranean and feast upon a 

cornucopia of the best Greek cuisine outside of Athens, Greece. 
Each area you visit offers a different surprise form tangy 
tzatziki-topped gyros, to the Arni (lamb shank), spanakopita, 
pistachio, moussaka inside at the traditional food line, to the 
decadent handmade pastries like baklava.

Visit holytrinityasheville.com/greek_festival, Facebook us at 
Asheville Greek Festival, or call 253-3754.

Thank You Montford
We at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church are so grateful for 
the support you, our fellow neighbors, have giving us during 
our Greek Festival and over the past 60 years we have been part 
of the Montford Neighborhood! Thank you for allowing us to 
hold our three-day party at our home in the heart of Asheville’s 
Most Historic Neighborhood!

Sincerely, 
Constantine “Dino” Zourzoukis 
Asheville Greek Festival 2015 Chairman

Dawn “Pebbles” Stucker 
Asheville Greek Festival 2015 Co-Chairman 
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Daoist Traditions College of Chinese Medical Arts
• 382 Montford Avenue • 225-3993 (school)  
• 253-8669 (student clinic)
• www.daoisttraditions.com
Low cost acupuncture care at our student acupuncture clinic. Call for more 
information.

House Histories
Learn the story of your house. Who lived there, who owned it and what they 
did for a living.
• For more information call Sharon at 777-1014

Historic Walking Tours 
For by-appointment walking tours of historic Montford, Riverside Cemetery, 
and downtown Asheville, call 777-1014. A self-guided CD or downloaded MP3 
tour of Riverside Cemetery is available online at www.history-at-hand.com 
Cemetery tour CDs are also available at the Chamber of Commerce Visitors 
Center or by calling the number above.

Hansen Stiles And Associates
• 117 Cherry St • Asheville, NC 28801 • 255-5227
Montford Residents Investment Company on Cherry Street—Financial 
Planning Consultants, Investment Securities

Purple Carrot Natural Cleaning
• 828.782.4928 • purplecarrotcleaning@gmail.com
• www.purplecarrotcleaning.com
Purple Carrot is a natural cleaning service owned & operated in beautiful 
Asheville, NC. We specialize in residential, business and vacation rental clean-
ing. Contact us today for a free estimate!

Smart Feller Tree Works
• Ira Friedrichs • 545-5503 (NEW cell) • irafriedrichs@gmail.com
Down trees got you down? Contact us for all your tree removal and pruning needs! 
We are locally licensed and insured. Please call for free estimates. Montford references 
available. Thanks.

Square Peg Construction Inc.
Add beautiful custom woodwork to your historic home: New upgrades like 
wood paneling, built-in cabinetry, trim, doors, stairs and railings. Small 
details add big impact! Montford references.
• Call your neighbors, Leslie and David Humphrey 277-5164 

Resource Directory
Advertise in the Resource Directory

Send a brief description (30 words or less) and contact information. More than 
1,500 newsletters are distributed monthly throughout the neighborhood and 

are also available on the Montford website and at the Pack Memorial and North 
Asheville Public Libraries. Call 258-2207 for more information. 

Order your 
Montford 
Banner
Three colors to choose 
from: red, green, and 
mustard yellow. Visit 
montford.org to order 
yours today.

Duke Energy Update
Update from Jimmy Flythe, Duke Energy Regional 
Director of Community Relations
While the development of the Hill Street Substation is still on hold, 
Duke started cleaning up the site the week of August 10. 

Jimmy Flythe, Duke Energy Regional Director of Community 
Relations, says this is absolutely no indication that we are starting 
to build on this site. The work is needed to be a good neighbor and 
better secure the property. 

There is a lot of trash and undergrowth on the site. Our security 
personnel and the Asheville Police determined that clearing the 
undergrowth will make it easier for police to see inside the area 
and keep trespassers off. This will also improve the appearance. It’s 
a large lot and it’s very overgrown, so it is a fairly large amount of 
work.

Isaac Dickson Construction
About a week after Duke began the cleanup, Isaac Dickson started 
construction on the new school, which is slated to be finished the 
end of January 2016. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS—They make the 

newsletter POSSIBLE!
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The Montford Newsletter Wants New Blood
With the crazy, remarkable talent in our neighborhood, it’s hard to imagine there are not people 
lining up outside my door, waiting to take on the newsletter. 

No better way to:

 • Be an important part of one of the coolest neighborhoods

 • Connect with people who matter in Asheville

 • Never again fret that you don’t have enough to do

For a good time, contact Joan. 650-966-1957. 
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Hard-to-Recycle items DO NOT 
BELONG in your curbside 
recycling
Hard-to-Recycle items are a special class of materials/items 
that MUST be taken to special collections (such as “H2R’s” or HHW 
collections) ... OR... to businesses/facilities that accept such items 
(examples include rechargeable batteries, cell phones, computers, 
fluorescent lights)

Curbside recycling includes containers for products commonly 
found in grocery stores - bottles, cans, drink boxes, as well as paper 
& cardboard. 

Placing ANY OTHER materials into your recycling bins or carts 
creates significant problems for curbside recycling facilities.

NEVER put Hard-to-Recycle items in with your curbside 
recyclables.

NEVER put ANY plastic bags, cereal liner bags, chip bags or any 
kind of plastic film in your curbside recycling. This kind of plastic 
will clog recycling equipment, forcing the entire facility 
to close down for workers to cut it off by hand with 
boxcutters!
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Stick In Your Eye 
Continued from front page...

over my head by about a foot and try to keep the sidewalks clear 
for two people to pass, but some of the invasives like ivy and 
wisteria grow back within a day it seems! The other “gripe” I have 
about our wonderful ‘hood is that folks take pretty good care of 
their front yards and even garden a bit, but let the edges go to 
hell because they don’t ever go out that way—they leave by way 
of their driveways and don’t realize that the appearance from the 
front is “jungly.” The bed and breakfasts and many of the private 
homeowners do a fantastic job and I know the original owners of 
those beautiful homes are looking down from heaven and smiling.

Basilica 
Continued from front page...

City Council Election
We’ll elect new City Council this fall, and they’ll decide what to do 
with the land. So when the candidates come to your door asking for 
your vote, please point to your sign, and ask for their vote for green 
space. 

When City Council understands that most residents want to save a 
little space for trees during this building boom, we believe they will 
preserve that land and the view of the church.

Where to Get Signs
My front porch is set up with Yard Signs and Petition boards. There 
is also a box of Yard Signs on the front steps available to anyone 
anytime and will remain there until the elections are over.

44 Elizabeth St.

Between Flint and Broadway
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Montford is published monthly by the Montford Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 7181, Asheville, NC 28802 for 
the residents of Asheville’s first historic neighborhood. The newsletter is distributed by more than 50 volunteers. 

Staff: Editor—Joan Miller, JoanAdrienne@gmail.com, (650) 966-1957. Layout and Design Specialist—Ross Terry,  
ross@krtdesign.com, 230-7439. Advertising Manager—Joyce Thornburg, joyce-thornburg@att.net, 301-9919.  
Assistant Editor—Jenny Wilker. Circulation Manager—William Saupe, aws@anchorlaw.com, 907-952-1809.  

We welcome articles emailed by the 20th of the month to Joan Miller. We also welcome advertising arranged with 
Joyce Thornburg and emailed by the 20th of the month to Ross Terry. Thanks to Jim Parker for distribution help. 

landscape design,  
installation and maintenance

E.V. vonSeldeneck
mantisgardens.com

828.582.0016
ev@mantisgardens.com

creating beautiful, sustainable environments

mantis 
gardens

253-6886 ❖ 191 Charlotte Street ❖ www.allegraasheville.com

Locally Owned
community MindedPaul Dixon

828.215.7772

pdixon77@yahoo.com

CommerCial ■ residential ■ interiors 
exteriors ■ liCensed 

NEWSLETTER AD RATES 

Size Rate DiScount

Classified $15 No discount 

Business Card $35 No discount 
1/4 Page $60 No discount 

1/2 Page $100 One (1) free month if pre-
paid for1 year 

Full Page $200 One (1) free month if pre-
paid for1 year 

Contact Joyce Thornburg at joyce-thornburg@att.net or  
301-9919 to place an ad.
Layout and ad creation are available by contacting Ross Terry 
at ross@krtdesign.com or 230-7439.
Invoice questions: Contact Susan Eggerton at s.eggerton52@
roastedgarlic.net.
Please help us with budgeting, saving paper, and reducing 
postage costs by prepaying several months of advertising. 

ARE YOU ON THE MONTFORD 
LIST SERVE?
Sign up at  

www.montford.org


