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2021 Historic Montford 
Garden Tour!
The Garden Tour is just a few weeks away! Twelve 
beautiful Montford gardens and 12 talented musicians 
will make Saturday, June 5 a day to remember. 

From the brisk online ticket sales, we expect robust 
attendance. Good attendance translates to needed funds 
for community projects, such as installation of a new bus 
shelter to replace the deteriorated one above the Verge 
Apartments.  

As a dedicated Montford supporter, here’s how you can 
help make the day a success:

	•	Attend the tour on June 5. Discover all the details 
on the gardens, musicians, and commemorative 
merchandise at https://montford.org/garden-tour/.

	•	Volunteer to be a docent at one of the gardens. We 
seek avid gardeners, landscape professionals, and 
anyone who appreciates a beautiful garden. All 
volunteers will receive a complimentary pass for the 
tour (value: $25), so they may also enjoy the tour 
during the hours before and after their shifts. To 
sign up as a docent, visit: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021. Scroll to the 
bottom of the page to see gardens and available time 
slots. 

	•	Represent the Montford Neighborhood Association 
at the ticket distribution table on the morning of the 
Tour. If you are interested in helping with tickets, 
please email Randy Hall directly at cpabanker@
yahoo.com.

Forever Montford, a projects committee of the 
Montford Neighborhood Association, is pleased to host 
the 2021 Historic Montford Garden Tour. We thank you 
in advance for your assistance with the tour and helping 
to generate needed funds for Montford Neighborhood 
Association projects.

We also thank the twelve host gardeners, our musicians 
and our sponsors who together have given their time and 
creative talents to make the tour possible.

2021 HISTORIC MONTFORD GARDEN 
TOUR 
June 5, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
https://montford.org/garden-tour/

Volunteer to be a docent:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021

Explore the gardens:  
https://montford.org/our-gardens/

Sample our musicians:  
https://montford.org/garden-tour-musicians/

Meet our artist:  
https://montford.org/garden-tour-artist/

Visit our sponsors:  
https://montford.org/garden-tour-sponsors/

RESERVE YOUR TICKET!   
https://montford.org/garden-tour-tickets/

Image courtesy of Phyllis & Richard Stiles

https://montford.org/garden-tour/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021
mailto:cpabanker@yahoo.com
mailto:cpabanker@yahoo.com
https://montford.org/garden-tour/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45AAA923A2F5C07-2021
https://montford.org/our-gardens/
https://montford.org/garden-tour-musicians/ 
https://montford.org/garden-tour-artist/
https://montford.org/garden-tour-sponsors/ 
https://montford.org/garden-tour-tickets/ 
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«Garden Sponsors«

«Musicians Sponsors« «Media Sponsors« 

«Promotional Sponsors«

Please Support
Our Garden Tour Sponsors
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 T e m p i e  A v e r y  M o n t f o r d  C e n t e r 

Photo Credit: Asheville Citizens-Times

Center Update 
At this time, we are continuing to provide Monday-Friday 
all-day programming in partnership with Asheville City 
Schools (ACS). ACS provides teaching assistants in the 
morning as well as breakfast and lunch for the kids. We 
(Parks and Recreation) provide activities focusing on 
physical movement and socialization in the afternoons.  
PODS: Pandemic’s virtual learning 
students get much-needed help
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2020/10/20/pods-pandemics-virtual-learning-students-get-
much-needed-help/3711013001/  

 • Health • Wellness • Fitness
• Simpli�ed Self Defense

• Functional Strength • Tai Chi Chuan

 Bruce Akitchitay Carlino - 828-333-3002
“I come to you”

Calendar - More activities are coming as we re-open.
Summer Playground Camp (at limited capacity)June 7-August 13 from 8:30pm-6:00pm 
(Monday-Friday) Rising 1st-5th Graders

Yoga with Holly Alexander (beginner class) Saturdays 10:00am-11:00am (currently on 
softball field).

Seth Jackson 
Manager, Tempie Avery Montford Center 
253-3714, sjackson@ashevillenc.gov. 

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2020/10/20/pods-pandemics-virtual-learning-students-get-much-needed-help/3711013001/ 
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2020/10/20/pods-pandemics-virtual-learning-students-get-much-needed-help/3711013001/ 
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828.712.2400

Unrivaled amenities: from two clubhouses - lakefront at Queens Lake (with boat storage) and on the Nantahala whitewater river 
(with guest quarters you can stay before you build), to an equestrian center, to miles of trails, to a fishing pond, and even a celestial 

observatory w/ rotating dome, all surrounded by the National Forest. All fully built and ready for you to come see and enjoy today. Build 
when and with whom you choose. Excellent vacation home potential! Waterfront homesites starting at 295K!

Beautiful Waterfront homesites Right on the Nantahala River! Our final phase of waterfront lots ever! This 
riverfront community is well-established with around a dozen homes already completed , several under construction 

and residents already living in the neighborhood.

Nantahala Whitewater Homesites!

www.mystic-lands.com James Mullis • 843 296 7500 • jamesmullis@kw.com

Virtual Tour Virtual Tour

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNCP4liXPaE
https://vimeo.com/530949341
https://mystic-lands.com/


6

Montford May ‘21Volume 26 No. 05

The Montford & Stumptown 
Fund of the Asheville-
Buncombe Community Land 
Trust (ABCLT):
Investing in Black Homeownership
By the Montford Community Club
Editor’s note: The Montford Community Club is a 
new group (named after one from the 1970s-80s), 
and not the Montford Neighborhood Association. 
This article is abbreviated, read the full piece at 
montfordandstumptown.com.

Last summer yard signs popped up along Elizabeth 
Street to Pearson Drive to Westover to Cumberland, and 
all along Montford Avenue--Black Lives Inspire. We Are 
All In This Together. Black Lives Matter. As the call for 
racial justice 
swept the nation, 
house after house 
declared, “We’re 
in.” Now, we have 
the opportunity to 
turn those words 
into action. 

Through 
resident-led 
efforts, the Montford & 
Stumptown Fund has 
been established with 
the Asheville-Buncombe 
Community Land Trust 
(ABCLT) with the goal of 
creating and protecting 
permanently affordable 
housing for Black 
people in Montford and 
Stumptown. This fund is 
designed to help repair 
the damage caused by centuries of racial inequities in real 
estate. 

This is an invitation for Montford residents’ to 
acknowledge the past and actively work for a more 
just future. This spring, the fund is actively accepting 
donations. 

Consider donations of all types and sizes:
	•	Donations of a portion of the equity you’ve built as 

property values have increased

	•	Donations of a percent of profits from the sale of a 
home

	•	Donations of a percent of real estate commissions

	•	Donations of a percent of AirBnB/vacation rental fees

	•	Donations of a percent of B&B rental fees

	•	Donations of a percent of long term rental fees

	•	Donations of a percent of business sales

	•	Donations of a percent of neighborhood tours 

	•	Donations of real estate

	•	Spreading the word about the fund to your neighbors

What can you give? 
The kickoff fundraising goal is $557,000--the median cost 
of a home in Montford. 

Funds will go towards the purchase of land and all or 
part of homes for Black families (either existing or new 
construction). Each family will own their home outright 
and lease the land from the ABCLT (which will remain “in 
trust” for the benefit of the community). There will be a 
resale formula for shared equity based on the increased 
value of the home at the time of sale. Funds raised can 
also be used to help protect ongoing homeownership of 
legacy Black neighbors. A committee of Black current/
former Montford and Stumptown residents and ABCLT 
board members will make the final decisions on how the 
fund is invested.

Our target date to meet this goal is June 2022. To donate, 
go to abclt.org (there is an option to designate a gift to the 
Montford & Stumptown Fund), or mail a check to ABCLT, 
825 Merrimon Ave. Ste C, PMB #141, Asheville, NC 28804, 
with “Montford & Stumptown Fund” in the note section. 

http://montfordandstumptown.com
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Pingree McFerren

This is a long-term effort initiated by the Montford 
Community Club and designed to shift who lives and 
owns homes in Montford. If you would like to join us as a 
founding donor or as a neighborhood advocate, we would 
love to have you! Please contact ABCLT Executive Director 
Anna Zeuvskaya (anna@abclt.org) and let us know how 
you’re interested in participating and a few sentences 
about your relationship to Montford and to racial justice. 

Neighbors are also invited to the Montford & Stumptown 
Fund Kickoff and ABCLT 3 Year Anniversary event on 
Tuesday, June 8 from 3 - 6 pm at the Pearson Garden 
(408 Pearson Drive). Drop by to make a donation, pick up 
flyers to share, and to get involved.

ABCLT is a nonprofit organization that helps individuals 
and families build and improve places they call home. 
Find more information about ABCLT 
at abclt.org.

Lasagna Love Needs Help 

Your local Lasagna Love chapter needs your help. Lasagna 
Love is a national movement that aims to positively 
impact communities by connecting neighbors with 
neighbors through homemade meal delivery. Anyone who 
needs a meal is eligible. Whether it is a family struggling 
with illness, issues of food insecurity or a break in a hectic 
schedule, volunteers are eager to provide a bit of kindness 
to a neighbor. 

We need help getting the word out to families who need a 
meal, and we are always looking for volunteers who can 
make and deliver meals to an individual or family.

Request a meal: If you would like a hand with dinner one 
night in the coming weeks OR know someone else who 
does, sign up here. Please share the link with others who 
might need a hand, or feel free to nominate someone: 
www.lasagnalove.org/request

Want to help? You can bake and deliver just one time, 
once a month, or make multiple lasagnas a week. 
Volunteering is flexible because the volunteer suggests 
what they would like to cook (it doesn’t have to be 
lasagna) and the delivery schedule is set up by the 
volunteer and requestor. Sign up here to help: https://www.
lasagnalove.org

If you have any contacts with a local outreach 
organization, church or community group please email 
us with contact information. We are trying to get the word 
out to families and get information to possible volunteer 
cooks.

Kim De and Stacey Conley 
Co-Leaders Lasagna Love WNC 
lasagnawnc@gmail.com

http://abclt.org


8

Montford May ‘21Volume 26 No. 05

Join a Dragon Boat 
Racing Team and 
Support Local Charity
Drums & Dragons is WNC Bridge 
Foundation’s premier fundraising event and 
has raised over $120,000 benefitting local 
area non-profits in Western North Carolina 
since its inception in 2017.

What is a Dragon Boat Race? Visit https://
drumsanddragons.org/about/about-dragon-
boat-racing/

Also, learn about WNC Bridge Foundation: 
https://www.wncbridge.org/

The following describes just a few of the 
ways event proceeds are being spent in our 
community:

Mountain Child Advocacy Center is applying their funds toward growing their prevention and treatment programs 
for child abuse—an issue which affects a great number of children throughout our WNC region. http://www.mtncac.
org/

Irene Wortham Center hopes to purchase a van so that their developmentally challenged clients can travel out 
into the community, providing them with social interaction with the public. They hope this opportunity will allow 
educational opportunities for the public in helping them to understand the adversities those experiencing developmental 
disabilities regularly face. https://www.ireneworthamcenter.org/

Pisgah Legal Service intends to support their Elder Law Program with their funds raised, which provides free legal 
assistance to help low-income seniors (60 and older) to meet their urgent, basic needs. Their lawyers also represent and 
advise seniors who being abused by their spouse or caregivers, are experiencing consumer fraud or harassment, or at 
risk of losing their homes or otherwise being misplaced. https://www.pisgahlegal.org/

The Community Table of Jackson County will be purchasing more fresh produce and high-quality proteins for 
their clientele who they serve in their soup kitchen 4 nights per week—of which 70% are elderly or children. https://
communitytable.org/

Vecinos Farmworkers Health Program will utilize funds to provide emergency needs such as medical payments 
and/or nutrition for their patients and their families. https://www.vecinos.org/about/

https://drumsanddragons.org/about/about-dragon-boat-racing/ 
https://drumsanddragons.org/about/about-dragon-boat-racing/ 
https://drumsanddragons.org/about/about-dragon-boat-racing/ 
https://www.wncbridge.org/
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Supporting financial literacy in our community for 21 years.

starksfinancial.com  |  828.285.8777   |  877.285.RJFS (7537)
440 Montford Avenue, Asheville, NC 28801
Starks Financial Group is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of  Raymond James Financial  
Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC.  
Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

P L A N N I N G  W I T H  H E A R T.  I N V E S T I N G  W I T H  P U R P O S E .

Thinking of Selling in Montford?
I  HAVE A BUYER FOR YOUR HOME!

CATE SCALES - REALTOR
828.280.1576
339 Merrimon Ave. - Asheville, NC 28801
www.nestrealty.com/catescales

https://starksfinancial.com/
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Join the 
Montford 
listserv. 

The Montford listserv 
is a neighborhood 

discussion list. This 
is a place where 

you can exchange 
news about the 
neighborhood. 

Visit Montford.org to 
learn more.

http://Montford.org
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Montford Action Agenda 04/14/21
Present: Vice-Chair William Eakins, Will Hornaday, 
James Vaughn, Emily Spreng, Maggie Brousaides, 
Benjamin Mitchell, Sara Gardner, Stephanie West

Absent: Jim Coman

Staff present: Chair Emily Kite, Gail Lazaras

Item, Summary and Action
141 Cumberland Avenue (PIN 9649136015)- 
Preliminary subdivision approval request to 
subdivide a 0.66 acre lot with an existing  early 
20th century 3-story brick apartment building.  
Action—Continued

281 Pearson Drive (PIN 9639847855) - 
Construction of new two-story 2,325 square foot 
primary structure and accessory structure.  
Action—Approved with conditions

Historic Resources 
Commission of 
Asheville and 
Buncombe County

250 Montford Avenue (PIN9649033561)  - 
Modify fenestration on side and rear elevations. 
Action—Approved

25 Starnes Avenue (PIN 9649229388)  - Replace 
non-original front entry door and rebuild deteriorated 
garage doors on east elevation.  
Action—Approved

258 Cumberland Avenue (PIN 9649045175) - 
Construct a new 252 square foot, one-story addition 
on rear elevation.   
Action—Approved with conditions

Please refer to the website (www.ashevillenc.gov) 
for the full approved minutes after the following 

month’s meeting. 

HRC Application Portal
The city is now accepting HRC applications digitally 

via the Development Portal at this address: 
https://develop.ashevillenc.gov/

Paul Dixon
828.215.7772

pdixon77@yahoo.com

Commercial ■ Residential ■ Interiors 
Exteriors ■ Licensed 

Order your 
Montford 
Banner
Three colors to choose from: 
red, green, and mustard 
yellow. They are available at 
the Asheville Visitor Center,  
36 Montford Ave. 
(828) 258-6101

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/
https://develop.ashevillenc.gov/
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Amy Eva

Oscar

*OSCAR IS NOT LICENSED TO PRACTICE REAL ESTATE

AMY GILES
PRINCIPAL BROKER

828.273.1270
amy.giles@nestrealty.com

EVA HARTMAN
PRINCIPAL BROKER

828.242.3843 
eva.hartman@nestrealty.com

394 Merrimon Ave, Suite A  |  Asheville, NC 28801  |  NestRealty.com

Resource Directory

Historic Walking Tours 
Stroll the neighborhood or downtown. Walking tours of historic Montford, 
Riverside Cemetery, Biltmore Village and downtown Asheville, call 777-1014.

Professional Stone Works
Consult – Design — Build 
• Peter Pfister, Owner • 828.775.0095  •  soaringpath@yahoo.com 
• www.peterrocks.com

Smart Feller Tree Works
• Ira Friedrichs • 545-5503 (NEW cell) • irafriedrichs@gmail.com. 
Down trees got you down? Contact us for all your tree removal and pruning 
needs! We are locally licensed and insured. Please call for free estimates. 
Montford references available. Thanks.

Square Peg Construction Inc.
Add beautiful custom woodwork to your historic home: New upgrades like 
wood paneling, built-in cabinetry, trim, doors, stairs and railings. Small 
details add big impact! Montford references. 
• Call your neighbors, Leslie and David Humphrey 277-5164 
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The Montford Newsletter is published online by the Montford Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 7181, Asheville, NC 28802, for the residents of 
Asheville’s first historic neighborhood. We welcome articles and advertising by the 20th of the month. Opinions expressed in this newsletter by 

contributing authors do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the MNA. 
Contact Editor Ross Terry at ross@krtdesign.com, 230-7439 for more information.

Green Corner
Mitch Russell
For March of this year, I wrote 
an article on ways to protect 
our feathered friends from our 
feline fur babies. Based on the 
way my pup lunges after birds 
should have included at least 
her if not all dogs!

I mentioned that I would be giving dogs equal time so 
here goes.

Le poop. Dogs do it and most of us pick it up, but 
sometimes we don’t and that’s a problem for several 
reasons. It gets on the bottom of our shoes or feet, it’s 
odiferous and it’s not good for our waterways.

In urban areas, fecal counts in waterways can be quite 
high just from dog excrement. I worked for Rivers Alive 
in Georgia, which is similar to the Big Sweep here in 
organizing and providing data from waterway cleanups. 

When I wasn’t organizing, crunching numbers, or one of 
many other job-related tasks I was giving presentations, 
attending enviro fairs at schools, businesses or teaching 
Adopt-A-Stream protocols, so I was already familiar 
with a good bit of the info in this article. However...., 
when I researched Asheville’s particulars I found some 
fascinating tidbits through the websites of Buncombe 
County Parks and Recreation and Pet Poo Skiddoo, Eco 
Pet Waste Removal. There are approximately 23,559 dogs 
in Asheville that produce almost 6.5 million pounds of 
poo! Magical formulas are provided on Pet Poo.... website. 
That equals about 720 average male African elephants or 
for something more tangible and that doesn’t create feces 
it would equal roughly the same weight as 2,130 Priuses 
or Prii if you prefer. Holy s*** that’s a lot of squatting 
dogs!! So what’s the big deal since birds, squirrels, rabbits, 
bears, etc also poop. True, but not in the same magnitude 
as dogs and we can’t pick up their feces like we can our 
dog’s. The main issue with dog excrement is that it can be 
highly toxic to aquatic species in the form of bacteria, 23 
million parts per gram to be precise based on EPA data, 
nitrogen, and phosphorus. Nitrogen and phosphorus lead 
to less oxygen in water and raise the level of ammonia, 
both of which can lead to aquatic species dying. Even if 
left in our yards the poo will enter the aquifer and still 
make its way into waterways. Luckily our drinking water 
sources are east and south of Asheville.

So the next time Rover makes a poo be sure to pick it 
up and be a enviro hero and pick up any that didn’t get 
picked up by other dog parents.

Montford
Convenience Store

Your local neighborhood store
Hours:

Monday thru Saturday - 8am to 11pm
 Sunday - 9am to 10pm

231 Montford Avenue  •  phone 828-258-1879

Call for Take-out 

(828) 707-7362
231 Montford Ave, 

Asheville, NC 28801 
(Inside the Montford 

Corner Store)

9am - 7pm Monday-Friday 
10am - 5 pm Saturday 

Closed Sunday


